《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments - Proverbs》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE BOOK OF PROVERBS.
The proverbs of all nations are maxims of wisdom and experience reduced to short and striking sentences, mostly clothed in poetic, and always in perspicuous language. In a general view they contain severe satires on human nature, and are highly cautionary against imprudence and imposition. But the Proverbs of Solomon rise higher in character. They level the most pointed shafts at vice; they inculcate virtue by irresistible arguments, and convey a cloud of instruction to the church of God. Hence they have ever been regarded as a most sacred treasure of Hebrew wisdom and literature; and they have the fairest claims of having been written under a divine influence. They have been approved by the holy prophets, and cited by St. Paul. They are free from the unhallowed mixture which has always defiled the apothegms of the wise men of Greece and Rome. Hence there has been no dispute in the church concerning either the author or the divine authority of this book. From the twenty fifth to the thirtieth chapter, are the Proverbs of Solomon, as found in the time of Hezekiah. The thirtieth chapter is a postscript, the production of Agur; and the thirty first was added from Samuel, or rather by LEMUEL, another name of Samuel, or child asked of God, as was Samuel. But there are many proverbs scattered in the Septuagint, which are not in the Hebrew, and some in the Hebrew which are not in the Septuagint. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-33
Proverbs 1:1. Proverbs, apothegms, parables, sentences, similitudes. The proverbs of a nation are the compressions of wisdom into short maxims, which like the coins of a country worn bare by use, pass from hand to hand, without scruple or fear. The Hebrew word משׁלים mishelim, from משׁל mashal, to rule or govern, signifies a collection of wise sayings for the government of life and conduct.

Proverbs 1:2. To know wisdom. This little volume comes cheap to us, but it cost the king of Israel, the great oriental philosopher, who surpassed Ethan, Heman, Chalcol, and Darda in wisdom, a whole life of labour and of study. 1 Kings 4:30-31.

Proverbs 1:4. To give subtilty, wariness, cautionary wisdom, to the simple. The LXX, ακακοις, those without evil, the innocent. Vulgate, parvulis, the little ones, those who from youth and inexperience act rashly and precipitately.

Proverbs 1:5. A wise man will hear. The wise and illustrious Solomon opens his volume by setting forth the nature and design of his work. Wisdom, according to him, is no other than the luminous truth of revelation embraced by the mind, revered in the heart, and practised in the life. Then correspondent dispositions are formed, for divine wisdom is more than theory; it is pure, peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and all good fruit. Hence it is no other than real religion in all its doctrines, and in all its duties. And to conform the heart and life to the wise counsel of God, is assuredly both the best wisdom and the first duty of all mankind. It ennobles the mind with sacred knowledge, it adorns the heart with purity, and clothes the character with rectitude. In a word, it opens every avenue of intellectual pleasure and moral happiness to the soul of man.

Proverbs 1:7. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. This is the first proverb, and worthy of the first place. The fear of the Lord is real religion. It puts a young man into the right road, leading to glory and virtue. The Saviour admonishes us first to seek the kingdom of God and his righteousness. Also Job 28:28. 

Proverbs 1:8. My son, hear the instruction of thy father. To give the more effect to this volume, Solomon, very prudently, and with all the affability of condescension, speaks in the person of a father to his son. This mode of speaking was common for aged tutors to their pupils. Instruction coming in this form is natural and persuasive; and it falls with all the weight of paternal influence and of hoary experience. How then should we be affected with the condescension of God, who speaks to us as the Father of mercies, and loves us with the tenderest affection.

Proverbs 1:9. Chains about thy neck. Hebrews torques; a ring of gold round the neck, often bestudded with gems, and from which the flowing robes of the east were sometimes suspended. Schultens, in his Latin translation of the Proverbs, illustrates this from the Arabic by the idea of a serpent twisted round the neck.

Proverbs 1:10. If sinners entice thee, consent thou not. The first positive instruction Solomon here gives, is a caution to youth against bad company. However inclined to foolishness the heart of a youth may be, having some delicacy and modesty, he is shocked at the grosser crimes, and does not intend irrecoverably to take the route of vice. But on associating with persons totally depraved, impelled by passion, and allured by temptations, he cannot tell whether exile or the gallows may soon be his lot. Many bad young men in Israel, it would seem, were induced to join the bands of robbers whose haunts were in the deserts and the woods, and whose end was destruction: being outlawed they went on in a course of crimes till arrested by the hand of justice. See on Judges 19.

Proverbs 1:17. Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird. The allegory here is beautiful; if a poor bird take warning, why not those foolish youths!

Proverbs 1:20. Wisdom crieth without. Like Minerva among the Greeks she is here arrayed in the female character; for mothers advise their children for good. Hence both father and mother join their voices to save youth from sin.

Proverbs 1:22. How long ye simple ones. Youth are not only cautioned against vice, but a remedy is prescribed in real religion. Hence wisdom as a tender matron cries in the streets, and in all the public resorts of the wicked. She then says, this is all vanity and empty show. Shun this place, avoid the breath of this infected crowd, and come and shelter your weakness under my roof, and the wings of my protecting love. And that her instructions may be received with the more conviction and propriety, she divides the crowd into three classes; for wicked men are not all equally depraved. First, the simple ones who merely run with the throng, and love giddiness and folly. Secondly, the scoffers who having vanquished their own conscience, next attempt to deride God’s most sacred word. Thirdly, the consummately hardened fools, who being learned in wickedness hate instruction. This last class of sinners are in an awful situation, and on the verge of destruction. Yet even to these she says, Turn at my reproof; and I will pour out my spirit upon you. Hence the most hardened and profligate should be called to repentance, for the very brands of wickedness are sometimes plucked from the burning.

Proverbs 1:24. Because I have called, have knocked, have waited, love assaying all its arts to win the soul. The remaining addresses, often repeated by the prophets, are to the incorrigible, the abandoned, the reprobates.—I have stretched out my hand, in a succession of paternal corrections, but all has been disregarded. You have been deaf to my voice, and blind to my ways; you have followed passion, instead of wisdom; therefore I am about to mock you in trouble, and bid you go to your harlots for pleasure, and to your physicians for health; yea, when arrests and imprisonment await you suddenly like a whirlwind, I will refer you to the bar of justice which will do you no wrong. Return then, return, oh sinner, while his wrath delays; for it yet is love that uses severer words.

Proverbs 1:32. The turning away [that is, the sloth and ease] of the simple shall slay them. On the other hand, the prosperity of fools, who like Sodom and Gomorrah, live in pride, idleness, and fulness of bread, shall destroy them; and to see what end both those characters come to, shall destroy all their unfounded hopes. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-22
Proverbs 2:1-2. Hide my commandments with thee, as a treasure is secured in the cabinet, or as the copy of the law was put within the ark in the holy place. The words of the law must be retained in the memory, as maxims of wisdom, and the sentiments concealed in the heart. Then they are ready on all occasions, as defences against temptation. This is to incline, to cleanse, and open the ear.
Proverbs 2:4. If thou seekest her, as the merchants in search of gold and silver cross the deserts, encountering dangers, and as the miners follow their veins of ore—if we seek religion as the men of the world seek wealth and pleasure, we shall succeed in our efforts. Such is the promise: “When ye seek me with your whole heart, then shall ye find me.” Deuteronomy 4:29.

Proverbs 2:6. The Lord giveth wisdom. As the fertilizing rain, he replenishes the heart with its treasures, and covers the conscience with its shield.

Proverbs 2:8. He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints, in equity to men, and piety towards God.

Proverbs 2:12. To deliver thee from the way of the evil man, who would initiate thee into all the secrets of his club; allure thee to intemperance, instruct in order to deceive and defraud the unwary; to blaspheme religion and launch the reins to passion. These are the crooked ways that lead to destruction.

Proverbs 2:16. To deliver thee from the strange woman, where thy innocence will be lost, where thy conscience will be ruined, thy soul destroyed, and thy body perish. These are dangerous connections:

“Joyless, loveless, unendeared.”
These are scenes not to be contemplated, but avoided and abhorred.

Proverbs 2:19. None that go unto her return again. See that young man with a pale cheek, treading the streets with cautious steps. His friends talk of colds and consumptions; but widely differing are the symptoms. After awhile we hear of his death! Compared with these examples, how noble is real love; how cheerful and pleasant is the married state, how honest and upright the intentions. Their presence cheers all families where they visit, and the issues are crowned with nuptial felicity.

Proverbs 2:22. The transgressors shall be rooted out. Hebrews בוגדים bogadim. The men that wear a cloak or covering, the hypocrites. Not only shall the veil with which they cover themselves be rent, but they shall be rooted out of the earth. Sudden and total destruction awaits them. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-35
Proverbs 3:2. Length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. The premature death denounced against the profligate, and the victims of the harlot, shall be far from thy dwelling. The truth of this promise, of frequent occurrence in the sacred writings, is demonstrated by the longevity of many scripture characters; and eternal life, by way of apposition, is understood.

Proverbs 3:3. Bind them about thy neck. As vain persons decorate their bodies with gems and ornaments, so the pious youth should decorate his mind with the real ornaments of divine wisdom: so shall he inherit the favour of God and man, health of body and every spiritual blessing.

Proverbs 3:5. Lean not to thy own understanding. Simply follow the divine word, and rest the issues with the Lord. On a thousand occasions carnal reason is opposed to acts of faith. “Shall I, said Nabal, take my meat which I have dressed for my servants, and give it to the son of Jesse?” Alas, had it not been for the vigorous prudence of his wife, before the morning light he would have lost both his life and his meat. Let us acknowledge God, and he will direct our way.

Proverbs 3:8. It shall be health to thy navel, as in Proverbs 3:2. Our learned traveller, Sir John Chardin says, this comparison is taken from plasters, ointments, oils, and frictions, which are used in the east on the belly and stomach in most maladies. In the villages, being ignorant of making decoctions and potions, and of the proper doses, they generally have recourse to external applications.

Proverbs 3:9. Honour the Lord with thy substance. Chaldaic, “thy mammon,” money and worldly goods. The deep stain of original sin is so profound, and the consequent outbreakings of wickedness are so great, that unless law and order be enforced, and virtue nourished by instruction and devotion, society is utterly lost. He therefore who gives ministers their just and liberal remuneration shall find a full requital from the Lord; he will fill their laythes and barns with grass and corn: Proverbs 3:10.

Proverbs 3:11. My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord. His corrections are paternal. Ordinary afflictions are often the effects of negligence, or of irregularity; others are constitutional, and some are special, as incidents, acute fevers, and epidemic diseases. But all are of the Lord, and our concern is to make a good use of them, for examination, for prayer, and for holiness.

Proverbs 3:12. As a father the son in whom he delighteth. The LXX render this latter clause, “And scourgeth every son whom he receiveth:” and thus it is quoted by St. Paul. Hebrews 12:6.

Proverbs 3:13. Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, the divine tutoress, that he may be taught of God. Her adornings are pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruit. Augustine has said justly, that Christ, Mississe vicariam vim Spiritus Sancti, qui credentes agas, hath sent in his place the Holy Spirit, which actuates the soul of believers. No man can acquire divine wisdom without a divine influence.

Proverbs 3:15. She is more precious than rubies. Exodus 28:15. Gems are the decorations of earthly courts, but wisdom adorns the mind, and heaven alone can estimate its worth. It is a crown of long life here, and of glory hereafter: Proverbs 3:16.

Proverbs 3:17. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, unfolding new discoveries, and opening heaven in the heart. The pleasure of contemplating the perfections of God in his works and ways, the pleasure of meditating on the person and offices of Christ, the pleasure of piety, and devotion, of studying the scriptures, and tracing an immortal hope, whose earnests are felt in the heart; the pleasure of doing good, and from the noble principle of divine love, and even the pleasure of suffering for righteousness sake, from a consciousness that afflictions are productive of good; are all of them exquisite, and pour a torrent of peace and divine enjoyment into the soul. Whereas the pleasures of sin are low, mean, and sensual, tending to disgust, to misery and corruption. Happy then, thrice happy is the man, who findeth wisdom, and retains her in his heart.

Proverbs 3:28. Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to-morrow I will give; when thou hast it by thee. God having dealt bountifully with us, we should be bountiful to our needy neighbour. If he shall come to beg or borrow, let us give him what he wants, and give it now, provided we can do it with prudence, always remembering that the cheerful grace with which a favour is done, is more than the favour itself. Thus the God of charity requires all his servants to be distinguished by a noble, liberal and believing mind. 

Proverbs 3:30. Strive not with a man without cause. Hebrews אל תרוב al toroob, be not litigious. Go not to law with thy neighbour on light and trivial occasions: better to bear a light injury than incur a heavy expense. Suits at law excite bad feelings, because the party that does wrong despises the bar of amicable equity.

Proverbs 3:34. He scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly. The words are quoted by St. Peter, 1 Peter 5:5, and by St. James 4:6, as they stand in the LXX, viz. “God resisteth the proud: but giveth grace to the humble.” 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-27
Proverbs 4:1. Hear, ye children, a Hebraism, equivalent to wash, cleanse, and purify your ears. A grateful son here recites the domestic piety of an illustrious father. David talked much with his children on religious subjects. But Solomon, wiser than all his brothers, was his beloved son, and shared more of his father’s favours. David made religion the first object of paternal tuition; for it was in his eyes far before the throne, and all worldly good. Our Lord also has taught us that it is the “one thing needful;” yea, the good part which shall not be taken away. David well understood the importance of religion, and therefore pressed it on the minds of his family by a daily sweetness of instruction. And it is no small truth to say, that every father has it more or less in his power to do the same.

Proverbs 4:7. Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom. We cannot succeed in teaching children, but by the dint of repetition; on which account these injunctions so often vibrate on our ears, and mostly under some new and engaging aspects.

Proverbs 4:8. Exalt her, and she shall promote thee. The most illustrious characters that have adorned human nature, have risen to distinction by their learning, their virtues, or their eloquence. In the church, what else distinguished Origen, Tertullian, Augustine, and Chrysostom. Every nation has a cloud of characters which confirm the maxim of the text. It was God that inspired them; for the son of Sirach says well, “Unless thy wisdom be with a man, he shall be nothing regarded.”

Proverbs 4:16. They sleep not, except they have done mischief. Where can we find an empty house in Europe with the windows unbroken? What a proof of the fall of man, and of the need of wisdom!

Proverbs 4:18. The path of the first is as the shining light. The word נגה noggah, has a special reference to the rising of the sun. Isaiah 60:3; Isaiah 62:1. Or rather, to the sun of righteousness who rises on the church. Malachi 4:2. Good men walk in the light of his countenance. Solomon gives the more weight to his instruction by contrasting the ways of the wicked with the path of the just, which shineth more and more to the perfect day. Divine purity and every grace encreases more and more in the heart, till we attain the fulness of God; and the practice of righteousness, connected with all the christian temper, encreases till the whole character is absorbed in the meridian lustre of evangelical glory, and eternal felicity.

Proverbs 4:23. Keep thy heart with all diligence. The reference is to the keeping of a city or a castle against a besieging army. The consequences are worthy of the caution. The moral caution is against vain and idle thoughts. Now, to say the least of vain and wandering thoughts, they are attended with the loss of time. But if our actions are either always good or bad, our thoughts must be so too, for they are the spring of action: we sip either honey or poison from every object with which our thoughts converse. Hence also we are every moment either pleasing or displeasing to God in regard to the propensity of the heart. After a vain thought is once indulged, a habit of friendship and intimacy is contracted between the mind and the object of its desire; and if this be a base object, the heart is criminated by its attachment, and we should blush if men could read our thoughts: how much more then have we cause to be ashamed before God who reads the heart. But vain thoughts steal away the heavenly fire from the altar of the heart, and kindle unholy fires; or the desire of riches shoots up and chokes the good seed. They disqualify the soul for religious duties, fetter the feet with weakness, and deprive the soul of confidence in prayer. Let us therefore keep the heart, by setting God before us, by efforts of habitual devotion, and by suppressing vain injections on their first appearance. Then the evils will prompt us to prayer, and induce us to fill up life with useful employment.

Proverbs 4:26. Ponder the path of thy feet. We should ask ourselves in every weighty matter, What may the issues be of such a word? How may unfriendly persons turn it? What may the issues be of such an action, or of such a procedure? How may it operate on my conscience, on my connections, or on the public mind? We are to ponder our path, and to walk straight forward in the good way. We must live according to reason and revelation; for the more our heart and life are conformed to the will of our Maker, the more of every kind of happiness will fall to our lot. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-23
Proverbs 5:3. The lips of a strange woman drop as a honey-comb. She employs all her arts for bread, for drunkenness, for crime. How wretched, how bitter is the life of a ruined and abandoned woman. Their number is now alarming to the state. The men who support them are equal in number. Asylums are inadequate to remedy the hundredth part of the evil. In the purer ages of patriarchal society, they were put to death. When Tamar was pregnant, Judah said, “Bring her forth, and let her be burned.” Genesis 38:24. Maimonides names a case in which a priest’s daughter was burned, during the sixth century. Unless the heads of houses are made responsible for female virtue, national ruin of health and character must be the consequence.

Proverbs 5:5. Her feet go down to death. Here is the remedy which God provides; a disease which consumes the body with rottenness and corruption: Proverbs 5:11.—Her steps take hold on hell. This is the punishment of the soul beyond the grave. Solomon speaks as a father to the young men of his kingdom, and in particular to those of his court. He represents sin as a sharp sword with two edges, which kills the body and destroys the soul. He represents their deplorable case as pining away with disease, and all their wealth as filling the house of strangers. But argument is lost on men sold to sin. The good Fenelon represents Mentor as saving the almost yielding Telemachus, by taking him by the hair of the head, and throwing him from a rock into the sea, that he might swim to a ship. This is plucking out the right eye.

Horace describes the virtues of Ulysses as inflexible in character. On his return from Troy, he had to encounter a succession of difficulties, which he subdued. “You have heard of the charming voices of the syrens [Psalms 58:5] and of the deleterious cup of Circe. Had he drank the poison, as his foolish companions did, his return had been impossible; he had become the victim of an infamous woman, and been metamorphosed into an unclean dog, or a sow that wallows in the mire.” 

Sirenum voces et Circæ pocula nôsti; Quæ si cum sociis stultus cupidusque bibisset, Sub dominâ meretrice fuisset turpis et excors, Vixisset canis immundus, vel amica luto sus. HORAT. EPIST. lib. 1. epist, 2. 50:23.
Proverbs 5:18. Rejoice with the wife of thy youth. The young man’s heart will then rest in the bosom of virtue. Even while his affections are but engaged to the amiable companion of his life, he will feel a flame which is noble; attended with the approbation of both God and man, and which scorns the seductive charms of vice. When young people marry in the Lord, and with prudence, they taste the highest happiness prepared for man in this world, and lay a wise foundation for the augmentation of their eternal joy.

Proverbs 5:21. The ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord. The omniscience of God is the last dissuasive from criminal connections. Why should he sin when he cannot escape detection? Divine justice is laying snares for the wicked, that the most secret sins may be discovered by their fruits; that the public may say, he died as the fool dieth, for despising instruction. How preferable that youth should read the holy scriptures in seminaries, than authors grossly mixed with immodesty, with approbation of fashionable vices, and with hisses at real religion, under a pretext of ridiculing superstition. When they advocate a moral cause, and expatiate on virtue, there is not a vestige of that sacred influence which everywhere distinguishes the morality of the sacred writings. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-35
Proverbs 6:1. If thou be surety for thy friend. If charity has gained an ascendancy over the judgment, prepare to perform thy covenant. To aid a friend in poverty is a generous deed, it is lending without hope: but to bind one’s self in cases of speculation may incur a serious loss, without real advantage to another.

Proverbs 6:3. When thou art come into the hand of thy friend. The sense is intricate. The LXX read, When thou art come into the hands of rigorous men for thy friend; go, delay not, urge thy friend (to fidelity) for whom thou art surety. This sense agrees with the two verses that follow.

Proverbs 6:6. Go to the ant, thou sluggard. Man, slothful man, is here admonished and reproved by the prudent and laborious ant, on which he tramples. At the eighth verse, the LXX have an adjection, copied in some of the Versions. Go to the bee, and see what an illustrious architectress she is; how exquisitely she forms her comb, and how both kings and the poor are nourished with her labours. Though feeble in body, she is loved and eulogized by all, as a lover of wisdom.—In the time of Solomon, when the poor had lots of land, it was usual for families to lay in the winter store of corn, and wine, and oil. He who neglected this duty, stood reproved by the insects. How much more then, he who neglects his salvation! All the apologies for delay are numbered with the most ruinous of crimes.

Proverbs 6:11. Thy want as an armed man; overwhelming and destructive. The LXX, Vulgate, and other Versions add here, “But if thou be diligent, thy harvest shall be plenteous, and poverty shall fly away from thee.”

Proverbs 6:12. A naughty person. Hebrews a man of Belial, whose countenance is full of grimace, whose speeches are devoid of wisdom, whose conduct gives indications of a character lost to society. When we contemplate his countenance, he hides himself; we can find in him no traces of wisdom, intelligence, and virtue.

Proverbs 6:16. These six things doth the Lord hate; yea, seven are an abomination to him. This is a Hebraism, which, by distinguishing the seventh, confers greater emphasis on the whole: it is a mode of speech borrowed from the days of the week. Let youth therefore reflect and beware; when the prodigal came to himself, he made a contrast between his present misery, and the happiness of his father’s servants. If men were more thoughtful, they would be more wise.

Proverbs 6:24. To keep thee from the evil woman;— and from the adulteress, who will hunt for a man’s life, Proverbs 6:26. In addition to what is in the preseding chapter, we have only to say, fly, fly, fly! The victim’s reproach shall never be wiped away.

Proverbs 6:26. The adulteress will hunt for the precious life. The victim does not long survive the victor. The convict appointed to die, offers his estate; offers to expatriate himself to reprieve his precious life. In the narrative of a great man, lying under sentence for forgery, we have a most pathetic letter to the chancellor, begging his life. After reciting the degradations he had sustained, and the loss of character, he adds; “under these circumstances, life cannot be desirable to me; yet I have ties which are still dear. I have a wife that never offended me;—I would live, I would live.” Hear this, thou dissipated youth, who art so prodigal of life in taverns, and houses that cannot be named. Pause a moment, ere a slower execution take place in thy chamber.

Proverbs 6:34. He [the husband] will not spare in the day of vengeance. See on Deuteronomy 22:22. Perhaps the king of Israel was impelled by fears that the valiant Uriah would kill him, and therefore he caused Uriah to be slain. Perhaps other injured husbands were in arms for their country, or gone on lawful business: perhaps the seducers were first admitted as guests to the families. Formerly, those affairs were settled by the sword; now they are settled by fines:—how will God settle them! 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-27
Proverbs 7:1. Keep my words—lay up my commandments. These terms being of constant occurrence in the didactic scriptures, will be found explained in the beginning of the hundred and nineteenth psalm.

Proverbs 7:2. Keep—my law, as the apple of thine eye; a most precious, beautiful, and tender sense. The idea is often repeated, as in Deuteronomy 32:10. Psalms 17:8.

Proverbs 7:3. Bind them upon thy fingers, as the phylacteries. Deuteronomy 6:8. Love them, have them always at hand, and ready in thy mind. Love the holy scriptures, and wisdom will love you.

Proverbs 7:4. Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister. Claim with her the nearest affinity: her value is far above rubies. She is the spirit and power of God, a pure influence or emanation of the divine glory. No spot of impurity can touch her: she is the brightness of everlasting light, the unspotted mirror of divine omnipotence. It is this hallowed affinity with wisdom, this genuine conversion of the soul to God, which alone can save youth from an unhallowed affinity with the profane character, here contrasted with wisdom.

Proverbs 7:5. The strange woman—flattereth with her words. A woman in meretricious array, exposing herself in the shades of night, faithless to her husband, and abandoned to vice. Canst thou, oh pupil of divine wisdom, forget the lovely virgin to whom thou art betrothed, whose society is so pleasant, whose graces are brilliant, whose virtues elevate thy soul. Canst thou, I say, leave a wife, lovely in innocence, for one whose body is all corruption, and whose soul is the seat of every sin? Oh no! Let the graceless, let the incorrigible go after her, as the ox goes to the slaughter, and be hurried away with an untimely death.

Proverbs 7:14. I have peace-offerings, as at the new moon; a delicious supper at home. These embraces are followed by disease, by murder, and the immolation of the soul in hell.

Proverbs 7:22-23. Or as a fool to the correction of the stocks, till a dart strike through his liver. The LXX read, as a dog to his halter, or as a stag pierced with a dart through his liver. 

Proverbs 7:26. Many strong ones have been slain by her. The way to hell is her house: Proverbs 7:27. In war, the conquerors boast of their trophies; but here is the conqueror of heroes, here is glory lost in shame; here is nobility and honour, here is wealth and fortune, here is literature and science— I do not say, men of the sacerdotal habit, all lying prostrate at the feet of a harlot. Hear how she boasts in her songs, and in her wine, of the great ones bowed at her feet. But short is her song; death is at the door, and hell follows after. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-36
Proverbs 8:1. Doth not Wisdom cry? This woman is the reverse of the harlot, in the preseding chapter. She represents true religion clothed in every form of grace and glory: Christ, the Word and Wisdom of God. See on chap. 3.

Proverbs 8:3. She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city. The gate was the usual place where the elders sat at proper times, and heard complaints. It is probable that the prophets often addressed the people in the area of the gate. Jeremiah delivered his prediction of the invasion of the Assyrians at the “horsegate.”

But who is this illustrious woman, bearing the appellation of Wisdom? It is in rhetoric a figure called prósopopæia, the essential, eternal, and uncreated Wisdom of God personified. This wisdom has also been expounded to be the law, the holy scriptures, which are able to make us wise to salvation. And again, the Messiah, the Christ, the wisdom and power of God, his person and his ministry, designated in the acts of crying and preaching. How sublimely is the true wisdom introduced,—teaching the nations, and commanding assent. She opens righteousness and life; she unveils immortality, to reclaim the mind from the vanities of the present world. Her lips speak the truth, her ministry is like a sunbeam, chasing before it the darkness of the present age. She presides in the councils of princes, dictates laws salubrious and wise, and leads nations to glory and honour.

Proverbs 8:15. Princes decree justice. Hebrews רזנים roznim, counsellors, the king’s ministers.

Proverbs 8:16. By me princes rule. Hebrews שׁרים sherim, rulers, or chiefs of the people.

Proverbs 8:17. I love them that love me. This matron from heaven casts encouraging regards on lovely youths, shocked at the horrors of vice, and desirous of finding the truth. Those whose judgments are gained by the glory of celestial doctrine, and whose hearts are touched with the drawings of grace; those who seek with contrite hearts, with intensity of mind, and watch and wait more than they who watch for the morning. To these belong the promise, those that seek me early shall find me. Not only those who seek in early years, but those who make religion their first and grand concern. They shall find their darkness and their fears chased away; the cheering rays of the sun of righteousness, the love of God shall be shed abroad in their heart, and their souls shall exult in the joys of remission. Oh what a contrast between the disciples of wisdom, and the victims of the harlot. Glory and virtue attend the one, while the shades and horrors of hell hide and overwhelm the other.

Proverbs 8:21. I will fill their treasures, with corn and wine, with gold and silver, with every blessing of the covenant. This is the double portion of temporal and spiritual good, everywhere promised and understood as the heritage of the righteous. Psalms 112.

Proverbs 8:22. The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way. Hebrews קנני kanani, he created me, he possessed me. The latter acceptation is here the true reading, as is evident from Genesis 4:1. Eve exclaimed, on the birth of Cain, kaniti, I have gotten a man from the Lord. Now Eve did not create, but possessed her son. So is the sense of the new-testament assertions, that Christ is the word, the wisdom, and power of God. He is the only-begotten in the bosom of the Father. His words are, “I and my Father are one: as the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father.” But the LXX having translated the text, εκτισε με, created me, which is evidently the wrong acceptation, both here and in Sirach 24., Arius contended that “if the Father begat the Son, he that was begotten had a beginning of existence; from which it is apparent that there was a time when the Son was not; from which this is a plain consequence, that he derived his existence from nothing;—that being a creature, he was liable to change;—and that, had it not been for our sakes, Christ had never existed.” These are the bold words of Arius, and of the Socinians.

Against these, and all such allegations, it was in vain that Alexander, bishop of Alexandria, affirmed, that no paternity could be added to the Father, and no filiation could be added to the Son. In vain did he allege that the Son was begotten before the womb of the morning, Psalms 110:3; that his goings forth were of old from everlasting, Micah 5:2; that he is the brightness of the Father’s glory, and the express image of his person; that he who hath seen the Son, hath seen the Father; and that Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Arius presently had a dozen presbyters and bishops to espouse his cause. The eastern churches were shook to their centre, yet they could not shake the rock on which the church is built, that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. The issues were, that nearly a hundred bishops and presbyters assembled in council at Alexandria, and deposed Arius and his adherents. After awhile the emperor Constantine convened three hundred and eighteen bishops and presbyters at Nice, a city on the Asiatic shore, near Constantinople; and all of them, excepting five, drew up and subscribed the Nicene creed, That Christ is God of God, Light of light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father.

Those three hundred and eighteen bishops comprised every thing in the church which was venerable in age, illustrious in wisdom and virtue, and that could hand down to us the christian faith, as once delivered to the saints. They were spiritually the grandchildren of the apostles, and apostolic men. There is neither doubt, nor shadow of doubt, but that the Omoousion faith, that the Son is one substance with the Father, was the faith of the whole primitive church. So are their sweet and most delightful hymns, sung in the church from the beginning, and cited about the year 200 by Clemens of Alexandria.

λογος αεναος, The Word perennial, αιων απλετος, To ages infinite, φος αιδιον. The Light eternal.

Proverbs 8:23. I was set up from everlasting. Hebrews מעולם mai-ôlam, ab eternitate. Psalms 90:2, and Micah 5:2, agree with this. When the word is used of God, or his attributes, it properly designates eternity.

Proverbs 8:27. When he prepared the heavens, I was there. The words in Psalms 102:25 are similar, which an apostle has applied to Christ. Hebrews 1:10. John 1:3.

Proverbs 8:31. My delights were with the sons of men. He who appeared to the patriarchs was the Christ, the wisdom, the word of God. On this head, the christian fathers are agreed. Read their works, and study their apologies for the christian religion. See extracts, fair and faithful extracts from their writings, in bishop Bull’s defence of the faith of the Nicene fathers, as above.

The testimony of heathen writers is in perfect accordance with this faith. Their mythology is built on the traditions, that the gods appeared to their fathers. The temples in China, in India, in Egypt, in Greece, in the Gothic nations, on this head, speak one language. 

Proverbs 8:32. Now therefore hearken unto me. I who made you have a right to teach you. He who sins against me wrongs his own soul. He who hates me loves death.

Proverbs 8:35. Whoso findeth me findeth life. Length of days is in her right hand: Proverbs 3:16. But is this all that is here to be understood? If so, many wicked men attain great age. Those commentators who, admitting the divinity of Christ, declare that this chapter is a mere personification of Wisdom, and has no reference to Him, are not entitled to serious refutation. (1) They admit that the Wisdom here personified is divine; therefore the life that flows from it must be divine; that is, it must be spiritual and eternal life. (2) What is here affirmed of wisdom is strictly true of Christ, the Word and the Wisdom of the Father; but it is not true, except in relation to Him. No finding of man, no discoveries of divine wisdom, nor of any other perfection of the Deity, can give life to man, except in Christ Jesus. “Our God is a consuming fire.” Hebrews 12:29. (3) Hence the true and only effectual personification of the divine wisdom, is the WISDOM INCARNATE. Whatever perfections of God are personified in scripture, they all relate to and are exemplified in Christ; and that not by any fanciful accommodation, but by direct allusion and application of Him who inspired the scriptures. “The scriptures,” said the Saviour, “testify of me,” John 5:39; and, “to Him give all the prophets witness.” Acts 10:43. It is sufficiently ridiculous to hear men abusing the fathers for their uniform application of this chapter to Christ; and professing to take high protestant ground, and to stand on the scriptures alone in a matter in which the fathers do but follow the apostles, all of whom saw the scriptures, both of the old and the new testament, to be full of Christ. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-18
Proverbs 9:1. Wisdom hath builded her house. This chapter opens with a sublime allegory. We see the princess, the mother of angels and men, enthroned in her temple, “the church which is the pillar and ground of truth.” 1 Timothy 3:15. It presents a front of seven pillars, a favourite and mystical number in the Hebrew sanctuary. She prepares a royal festival, and invites a world to be her guests. She stands in every form of grace; she spreads her hands and cries in all high places, inviting the misguided and the poor to eat of her bread and drink of her wine. Oh, vile is the heart, perverse is the mind, which, for a moment, lingers or delays! See how the world run in myriads to feasts: and shall the feast of wisdom be slighted by fools, that know not what they do? How long, alas, shall scorners hate the man that would make them wise?

Proverbs 9:2. She hath mingled her wine. It was usual with the ancients to mix their wine with water in various proportions; generally two parts wine to three parts water. Wisdom is represented as so doing. The Hebrew word מסךְ masac also signifies wine mixed with the lees, which was turbid and intoxicating. They also mixed the wine with spices and with drugs, both to flavour it, and to give it a stupifying effect. This was the cup of the strange woman, whose guests are in the depths of hell: Proverbs 9:18.

Proverbs 9:10. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; words of frequent occurrence, which mark their excellence. The fear of the Lord is to depart from evil; to say in temptation, How shall I do this wickedness, and sin against God! The fear of the Lord marks piety of the highest degree. The deceased prophet feared the Lord. 2 Kings 4. Obadiah feared the Lord greatly from his youth. 1 Kings 18. Religion always begins with wisdom.—The knowledge of the Holy, Hebrews קדשׁים Kadoshim, the Holy One, is understanding. That man only is wise who makes God his portion, and his hope: yea, he who glories in being called a fool by the world, sacrificing unhallowed interests for the bright rewards of the world to come.

Proverbs 9:13. A foolish woman is clamorous. The LXX, “A foolish woman is bold, wanting bread, and devoid of shame.” Here is another allegory, full of dark shades. She calls to passengers, and like the syrens, allures the unwary to destruction.

Proverbs 9:17. Stolen waters are sweet. The feast of the harlot, who beguiles the unwary by saying, “I have peace-offerings at home, and the good man is gone a journey.” But by and bye the gall operates in his belly; a guilty conscience, an angry God, a body wasting with disease, a character abhorred by the chaste, and hell prepared for the soul. The thief also must disgorge his prey, and be refused admission to glory.

Proverbs 9:18. He knoweth not that the dead are there, רפים the rephaim, who seized the daughters of the poor, and filled the earth with violence and crimes. Genesis 6:4. And that her guests, all who followed the course of criminal indulgence, are in the depths of hell. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-32
Proverbs 10:1. The Proverbs of Solomon. The nine preseding chapters may be regarded as a vestibule to the temple. Wisdom has been personified, and folly thrown into the darker shades. We have had a chain of arguments, and a succession of very expressive figures; now we shall find rings of gold, comprising a complete sense. But as the words often occur in other places, there is no need to illustrate more than where real edification can be conferred. When the sense is plain, illustration may occasion obscurity. It is often difficult to translate a proverb, without either defacing its beauty, or diminishing its force. Our school, books therefore illustrate the proverbs of one nation, by giving us wise and witty sayings of another of similar import. This method loads the pupil with a double portion of wisdom.—A wise son, prudent in life, assiduous in business, and sincerely devout, causes the father’s heart to overflow with joy. He is a pillar to the family, when the parent is called away: he raises all the house to honour. But a foolish son, bringing heaviness on his mother, is the antithesis of the former character.

Proverbs 10:2. Treasures of wickedness profit nothing. Indulging in pride and carnal pleasures, the wicked become dissipated; they often perish by unlawful pleasures, and the curse of oppression or the rust of ill-gotten gain testifies against them.

Proverbs 10:7. The memory of the just is blessed. He dies indeed, as the smiling harvest is cut down when fully ripe; but the whole neighbourhood and the wide circle of his friends weep, as though each family had lost a father. His piety, his charities, his zeal for religion, and his universal benevolence, are treasured up in the memory of posterity as a fragrant balm. Yea, his opposers in life are afflicted at his death, because they have lost a pillar of righteousness, and the only man who faithfully warned them of their faults. Thus by faith the elders obtained a good report; and thus the holy prophets, stoned in one age, had marble sepulchres built in another.

Proverbs 10:9. He that walketh uprightly walketh surely. He walks in piety towards God, in equity towards men. He cannot accommodate himself to the humours of the age, and the caprice of unstable friends. The times may change, but his principles are fixed. 

Proverbs 10:10. A prating fool shall fall. This clause is repeated from Proverbs 10:8; but the LXX and other Versions here read, “He that reproveth with freedom maketh peace.”

Proverbs 10:19. In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin. What unwise person can let his tongue run for a long time, and not exaggerate both subjects and characters, or depress them far beyond the line of truth? What man can talk long in the ears of wiser men than himself, and not betray his folly? Perhaps in his long tale he is set right five or six times, yet he has courage to proceed! Perhaps he talks in anger, and then the sinfulness of his heart is discovered by his tongue. Let us learn wisdom, and then speak when we can either please or edify our friends, and when our conversation can be seasoned with the grace of every christian temper. Then the tongue of the just is as choice silver.

Proverbs 10:22. The blessing of the Lord maketh rich. It is given to a good man, without the sorrow and anguish which the wicked have with wealth. The good man will not tempt providence to acquire riches. He naturally slides into the line of his profession as a tree takes possession of a good soil, and spreads his branches toward the skies. The streams of wealth pour into his fountain, and his cup overflows with blessings. When losses and afflictions come, he believes they are also from the Lord. Hence he smiles at a loss, and is supported under pain. But the wicked repine, blaspheme, and afflict their soul with sorrows productive of death.

Proverbs 10:25. As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more. See Job 38:1. Psalms 58:9. This wind, in some hurricanes, carries all away that falls within its whirl. Tyranny, wars, and violence often in the same manner involve ungodly men in ruin. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-31
Proverbs 11:1. A false balance is an abomination to the Lord. A dishonest tradesman here receives a hard stroke. Though his weight be but little short of the standard; yet by using it a thousand times the fraud becomes great, and greater still as it falls chiefly on the poor. Deuteronomy 25:13. The apologies which offenders make on the ground of accident or negligence, are often but an addition to the crime. The injured perhaps might place some sort of confidence in the excuse, were he in the habit of buying his goods, and taking his money without inspection.

Proverbs 11:4. Riches profit not in the day of wrath. Under the feudal system, princes often exempted their opulent barons from punishment by severity of fines, which aided the revenue. The laws of our ancient kings were much the same, as in Proverbs 13:8 : but in some cases of high crimes and misdemeanours, the head of the offender must be sacrificed to his country.

Proverbs 11:10. When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth. A man planted as a patriarch in any place, or as a leading tradesman, should not seek wealth for himself, but for the sake of employing the poor, and shedding smiling contentment on every cottage. His whole conduct should be distinguished by probity, honour, and equity; then every family, having confidence in his character, and most of them sharing in his prosperity, will bless his memory.

Proverbs 11:11. By the blessing of the upright, the city is exalted. A patriarchal man of religion and benevolence, elevates the moral tone of the people, the agriculturist gives employment and bread, and the commercial manufacturer fills his town with affluence. By such characters the whole cosmography of the country assumes a smiling aspect.

Proverbs 11:13. A tale-bearer revealeth secrets. He betrays the confidence reposed in him; and to say nothing of the mischief he may do to others, he gets himself despised and shunned. The Almighty, who knows all secrets, reveals them only by the operations of his providence: Proverbs 12:23.

Proverbs 11:14. In the multitude of counsellors there is safety. Sometimes the counsel of one man is quite sufficient; but in a doubtful case, men of experience should be consulted. Then a man acts with the confidence of united wisdom; and when adverse circumstances occur, he will not have to reproach himself for leaning to his own understanding: and in guiding the helm of state this should always be done.

Proverbs 11:16. A gracious woman retaineth honour, to her husband; but a woman who hates goodness is a reproach. The indolent exhaust their wealth: but the industrious are fortified with riches.

Proverbs 11:26. He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him. He aims to enrich himself by oppressing the public, he denies the bounty of the year to the hungry poor, he injures himself by a dead stock, and incurs the anger of heaven by a distrust of providence.

Proverbs 11:29. He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind. His drunkenness, his prodigalities and debaucheries, his ill-advised speculations shall reduce him to poverty, and shortly we find him a servant to the wise in heart.

Proverbs 11:30. He that winneth souls is wise. We applaud men for managing their temporal affairs with discretion; and were the same counsel, and the same exertions made in spiritual as in temporal affairs, the face of religion would assume a delightful aspect. But there is in the righteous man a wisdom higher than worldly prudence; and he who winneth souls by that wisdom is truly wise. So one neighbour may sometimes win another from anger, folly or revenge; and so a minister may win souls from seeking death in the error of their life. And he who would succeed in this divine work, must study the case of each class of sinners, and, moved by divine pity, think what sort of arguments, and what sort of forms of address are most likely to gain the ear, and win the heart; and he must farther think, whether it be best to address them from the pulpit, or go among them as a physician, and hear their pleas. Both these methods may succeed; but by adopting the latter he is sure to find them, and to hit the nail by appropriate replies to their objections. Besides, the minister who would win souls, should most diligently mark in reading his bible, what sort of arguments were used by Moses, by the prophets, and by our Lord, and his apostles. Hence, taught in so divine a school, his mind will be richly stored with wisdom, and his tongue will abound with arguments to the conviction of sinners, and the success of his work. We admire the wisdom of Nathan, who brought his sovereign to unfeigned repentance by the fable of the ewe-lamb. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-28
Proverbs 12:4. A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband, as illustrated at large in chap. 31.

Proverbs 12:9. He that is despised, and hath a servant. There are various comments here. He that is despised, as a plebeian, and hath a servant; others say, and hath many servants, is better than the baron lost in poverty and debts. In the east, the rank of a man is known, not so much by the splendour of his carriage, as by the number of footmen which attend him. Absalom had fifty men to run before him. Mieux vaux l’ homme qui ne fait point cas de soi, combien qu’ il ait des serviteurs. Better is the man who boasts not how many servants he has. Melior est pauper, et sufficiens sibi; quam gloriosus, et indigens pane. Vulgate. Better is the poor man, who can provide for himself, than the proud man who wanteth bread.

Proverbs 12:10. A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast. Grace brings his soul into union with God, and into a resemblance of him in his imitable perfections; and as the beneficent Creator seeks to make all his creatures happy, so the good man will not over labour his beast, nor suffer it to languish for want of food. Nor can any man abuse his beast without sinning against humanity, and against God.

Proverbs 12:12. The wicked desireth the net of evil men. The allusion is to the art of spreading the net in hunting for game. The good man has no need of the arts by which they acquire wealth; his own vineyard, or other means, will yield him a sufficiency of fruit.

Proverbs 12:16. A fool’s wrath is presently known. It is a great weakness to be under the power of passion, though there are times and seasons when it is proper to show resentment against folly and sin. The judgment should hold passion with a firm rein, should prudently cover the risings of undue resentment, and restrain unwarrantable expressions.

Proverbs 12:26. The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour. Grace ennobles his soul, elevates his views, and expands his affections. His whole life is a continued exercise of faith and piety, his afflictions are supported with patience, and divine love is the spring of all his benevolence. Or if we follow those who read, The righteous is more abundant than his neighbour; it is a grand truth that the Lord blesses the endeavours of a good man, while the way of the wicked, in wasting their substance, causes them to err, or wander in vagrancy to seek their bread.

Proverbs 12:27. The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting. A severe satire on indolence. The law of meats, clean and unclean, was some restriction on the pleasures of the chase. ציד tzaid refers both to hunting and fowling, as in Genesis 10:9; Genesis 25:27; and to the birds and beasts taken in the chase. Genesis 25:28; Genesis 27:3. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-25
Proverbs 13:1. A wise son heareth his father’s instruction. This maxim is in substance often repeated, it being of the last importance to hear the wisdom of a father proceeding from so much love, and sanctioned by long experience. And he who hearkens to a wise father is here called a wise son; while he who rejects paternal counsel altogether is branded with the name of a scorner.

Proverbs 13:2. Transgressors shall eat violence. The Septuagint, “Shall perish before their time,” or die by the hand of justice.

Proverbs 13:3. He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life. This is thought primarily to refer to the councils of the state; but it has a secondary bearing on all public parties and questions. A man should know when to be decided in speech and conduct, and when to keep silence.

Proverbs 13:7. There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing. The miser, and the man who lives beyond his income. Or we may read, “that feigneth himself rich.” To affect and make a display of wealth, is pride and ostentation; and if he be about to surrender to his creditors, it is hypocrisy, assumed with a view to impose on the public. A merchant about to break, has been known to enlarge his mansion, and make adjacent plantations at midsummer.
Proverbs 13:8. The ransom of a man’s life are his riches. King Ina’s laws are still extant. He reigned over the West Saxons in Somerset, and other counties. We there find a fine fixed for every crime: the poor were left to pay with the loss of their heads, having no money. This fear awed them from the commission of crimes, which subjected the offender to rebuke and punishment.

Proverbs 13:9. The light of the righteous—the lamp of the wicked. Light and lamp, in the figurative language of scripture, designate wisdom or counsel, prosperity, children or posterity.

Proverbs 13:11. Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished. This was the opinion of the ancient Hebrews; and this also is the opinion of the modern English. In my travels I have often been struck with hearing of the history of fortunes gained by the slavetrade, by privateering, by lotteries, or wanton risks of speculation.

Proverbs 13:12. Hope deferred maketh the heart sick. This is true of the pleasures, honours and riches of the age. But the christian is supported in his heavenly expectations by the earnests of his future hopes.

Proverbs 13:13. The word, divine revelation. The commandment, the law of God. Without the former there is no salvation; but in keeping the latter there is great reward.

Proverbs 13:14. The law of the wise is a fountain of life. A good minister, says Erasmus, has a fountain of eloquence in his own breast. Lib. Ecclesiastes The words of Christ are spirit, and they are life. The promises of God revive the sinner’s soul with hope, with life and righteousness, the earnests of eternal joy.

Proverbs 13:22. The wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just. Perhaps God will drive him from his seat of wickedness by an untimely death. Good men may then become guardians to his children, or marry his daughters. Perhaps he will run through his fortune, and his industrious neighbours may purchase his lands. Let us hence learn to love righteousness, and to ensure the heavenly inheritance.

Proverbs 13:24. He that spareth the rod, hateth his son. Every child wishes to follow his own inclinations: and if these are to be indulged and confirmed, then every man must quarrel with his family, and quarrel with his neighbours. Children should therefore be taught obedience and submission; and in all cases cheerfully to give up their own will when it is improper to gratify it. We should accustom them to filial obedience by arguments, and all the sweetness of parental influence: but when stubbornness and revolt spring up in the heart, and when our words, like a knife blunted by use, have no effect, then we must use the rod, and maintain the authority of a father in the house. If we neglect this severer duty, we may be said to hate our son, by basely suffering those evils to become so enrooted in his heart as ultimately to prove his ruin. Let us at the same time be reminded, that all the Lord’s chastisements are intended to do us the same good. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-35
Proverbs 14:1. Every wise woman buildeth her house, as Proverbs 9:1, by training up her children to industry, piety and virtue. She is their first governess, and daily instils the elements of knowledge by maternal sweetness. She improves her means, whether of agriculture or trade, so that her house abounds with affluence, as stated in chap. 31. Whereas the foolish woman pulls it down by idleness, pride and dissipation.

Proverbs 14:2. He that walketh in his uprightness feareth the Lord. He loves the Lord, and delights greatly in his commandments. His religion is perfumed with all the excellence of piety, while the perverse sets up his own will above wisdom. In this contrast we see grace as grace, and sin as sin.

Proverbs 14:5. A faithful witness will not lie. Judges and jurors come into court with clean hands. They are unbiassed by public reports, they judge according to the evidence before them: and what can the false swearer gain? Some favour of the plaintiff, or the defendant, a small pittance of money. And what does he lose? The favour of all good men, the peace of his own conscience, followed by the unslumbering vengeance of God. And what if he should die, with the lie in his mouth? See Acts 5:1-10.

Proverbs 14:6. A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not. Being a scorner, he seeks it with an unhumbled heart. His theories are superficial, his terms are captious. True wisdom disdains to disclose her beauties to him; she allows him not to taste of her feast, nor to lodge in her palace. But to the meek she will teach her way, and guide them in the paths of life.

Proverbs 14:9. Fools make a mock at sin. Drunkenness, riot and blasphemy, whoredom and the ruin of innocence, are with brutish and profane men subjects of universal laughter and applause. Yea, religion itself, the only hope of man, is ridiculed as fanaticism, and visionary. And were the evil confined to untutored youth, human pity would apologize for the error; but theatres are erected to canonize the crime, the brightest talents of genius and literature are employed to give it effect, the wisest and most venerable characters in our country are seen among the crowd, joining in warm applaudits. So they proceed till the adage of their own poet is accomplished. “Death will make cowards of us all.” Then mocking at sin will be no more. 

Proverbs 14:10. The heart knoweth his own bitterness. Grieving for grief, or weeping for sin; but when the heart has uttered its anguish, when the storm has subsided, a stranger is not partaker of the joys of remission. The sun shines brighter after the storm.

Proverbs 14:12. There is a way which seemeth right unto a man. The Jews verily thought they did God service when they persecuted the church. John 16:2. False opinions and principles, held in wilful ignorance, fortified by prejudice and bigotry, and often carried out in persecutions and bloodshed, lead the soul in the ways of death. They who thus choose their own way have sorrow in their laughter, and heaviness in the midst of their mirth: Proverbs 14:13. See on Proverbs 16:25.

Proverbs 14:14. The backslider in heart, from the precepts of wisdom, shall be filled with his own ways. He who dallies with lascivious propensities, with the pride of life, with a covetous temper, or with secret intemperance, God will so withdraw his grace as to suffer him to fall under the power of his sin; he will give him flesh in anger, and glut his soul with all the meanness and consequences of his guilt.

Proverbs 14:17. He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly. Ira est furor, anger is madness.

Proverbs 14:20. The poor is hated even of his own neighbour. He is shunned and despised, because he is always in want. It were desirable, however, that the poor should have adequate rewards for labour, that he might abstain from debts, and schemes, and tricks, which occasion contempt. It is far better to wear a mended coat, than fine clothes which are not his own. The best wisdom of a poor man is to seek the true wisdom, then neither Christ nor the saints will despise him.

Proverbs 14:24. The foolishness of fools [works] folly. All their labours, conceived in foolishness, end in vanity.

Proverbs 14:26. In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence. True religion is the only remedy for the wickedness of the human heart. It supersedes vice, eradicates evils, and opens the fountain of life in the breast.

Proverbs 14:28. In the multitude of people is the king’s honour. “In their thick or strong concord.” Whereas weak states are stripped of their provinces and colonies by their more powerful neighbours. So is man, so is the world, so are the nations! 

Proverbs 14:32. The wicked is driven away in his wickedness. As the ancient tribes wandering in tents from camp to camp, were often driven away by more powerful neighbours, who had better claims to the soil, so God sends death with terrific aspects of disease and war to drive away the sinner from his mansion, his lands and honours, and to hurl on his head the full tale of vengeance for his sins. But this stern minister, turning to the good man in his last moments, greets him with a heavenly mien, and opens the gates of paradise, that his soul may escape away from a body verging on corruption.

Proverbs 14:34. Righteousness exalteth a nation. When a nation is loyal to its sovereign, obedient to the laws, impartial in the administration of justice, lenient to the poor, and reverent to God, it clothes itself with a conscious glory, and ensures the blessing of providence. And when it is contented with its own dominions, observant of public faith with neighbouring nations, and hospitable to strangers, then it endears itself as a sister among the nations; and this esteem and reverence is often a better protection than fleets and armies. But a nation which sanctions crimes, and a city which patronizes vice may flourish for its day; but it shall fall under the visitation of God, and perhaps rise no more to its former splendour. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-33
Proverbs 15:1. A soft answer turneth away wrath. It bows to the tempest, it names a mitigating circumstance, it gives a favourable turn to misconstruction, it proposes a better way. My father, said the wary Syrian, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldst thou not have done it? How much rather then, when he says,—wash, and be clean? Rehoboam, for the want of this wisdom, lost the ten tribes; whereas the intelligent woman on the wall, who wished to speak with Joab, saved the city.

Proverbs 15:3. The eyes of the Lord are in every place. The ancient painters represent Jupiter with a large eye, looking through a dark cloud. Certainly, the idea of an omnipresent God, attended with a cloud of angels, is the grand argument of heaven to awe the wicked from crimes, and to encourage the righteous in the paths of judgment and truth. Such also is the purport of Proverbs 15:11.

Proverbs 15:6. In the house of the righteous is much treasure, as the reward of industry, followed with the blessing of heaven. But in the revenues of the wicked is trouble. The creditors are waiting with urgent claims. Their feet are much soiled by treading the mire: luto et fæcibus turbidum.
Proverbs 15:8. The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord. The Lord had no respect to Cain, nor to his offering; and he was weary with Israel’s burnt-offerings. Isaiah 1:11. They brought him their gifts, but not their hearts; and their religious festivals were scenes of great wickedness. The harlot had peace-offerings: Proverbs 7:14. Such is the devotion of carnal people still. It is little more than a sort of civil homage offered to the Most High; while their eyes and their thoughts are feasting on vanity and sin. When Isaiah saw the seraphim worshipping the Messiah, chap. 6., he exclaimed, I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell among a people of unclean lips. Oh what scenes will be opened when the thoughts of the heart shall be made manifest; what a winnowing will take place when the chaff shall be separated from the wheat.

Proverbs 15:11. Hell and destruction are before the Lord. שׁאול ואבדון sheol ve-abaddon, the grave, or hell in the Hebrew, is often joined with some other word, that it may equally express the place where the body lies, and where the souls of wicked men are punished. So St. John: death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them. And again, death and hell were cast into the lake burning with fire and brimstone. Hence hell and abaddon, the destroyer, Revelation 9:11, are before the Lord. How much more then the hearts of men! Let us pray for purity of thought, arising from purity of heart.

Proverbs 15:15. All the days of the afflicted are evil. Rather, as the LXX, “The eyes of the wicked are every day expecting evil; but the good enjoy constant repose.” Here is the difference between a good and an evil conscience. The wicked man is all fear, as might be exemplified in the last moments of Nero, and others: but the good man is all confidence, and is not afraid of evil tidings, for his heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord.

Proverbs 15:17. Better is a dinner of herbs. Man greatly errs by wishing much of worldly good; for the encrease of riches encreases his cares. His household establishment becomes large, and the haughty propensities of nature are nourished by the sight of a thousand smiling objects. Whereas the poor man, happy in his cottage and garden, and his simple wants supplied by the labour of his hands, tastes a peace which is pure. He prays to his God, and sleeps at night, sans souci, free from care, and far from fear. Hence his palace of straw better deserves the title than the palace of Frederic the Great.

Proverbs 15:24. The way of life is above to the wise. His thoughts and hopes are in heaven. His whole deportment developes his heart; he strives, he presses on, if by any means he may attain the crown.

Proverbs 15:27. He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house. The judge who takes a bribe undoes himself. He insults his God, dishonours his king, and robs his neighbour. Let them hear this who are feed for false pleading, who embarrass an honest witness to cover a culprit. Sophisms may gain applause and gold here; but he who thus sells himself for hire will be condemned before the great white throne. He only that hateth gifts shall live. It is the same with the avaricious tradesman. The narrowness of his soul will not allow him to do what is fair and liberal. He presses on the consciences of his family and servants, and entails a curse on his wealth. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-33
Proverbs 16:1. The preparations of the heart in man. As the field must be plowed, and the soil prepared for the seeds, so the heart of man must be prepared for grace. Afflictions in Egypt disposed the Hebrews to cry, and instruction must prepare the soul of the ignorant for conversion. When the conscience is oppressed with sin, and the body groans with pain, then we pray in the Spirit, and the Lord graciously accords the answer of our tongue. The Versions vary the reading, but the above is the sense. The LXX, “The heart of man deviseth righteous things, that his ways may be directed by God.” Vulgate, Hominum est animam præparare, et Domini gubernare linguam. “It belongs to man to prepare his heart, and to God to direct the tongue.”

Proverbs 16:2. All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes. Because he contemplates his image in the mirror of his own heart, instead of viewing himself in the light of the Lord. Without the law he is all alive; but when the commandment comes, which is an emanation of the moral glory of God, sin revives, and his hopes are slain.

Proverbs 16:3. Commit thy works unto the Lord. Lay every plan before him, and seek his approbation and blessing; then thy thoughts and purposes shall be established. But if thou shalt find, after all, at the bottom of thy heart an unaccountable misgiving, be cautious of procedure. The events of the future are known only to the Lord.

Proverbs 16:4. The Lord hath made all things for himself. When the disputes about grace ran high in Holland, Grotius gave a comment on this verse. Sensus non est malus, si propter se ipsum intelligas, ut proprietates suas notas faciat, et impium non fieri talem a Deo, (absit!) sed fieri, sive poni, ad mala. The sense is not a bad one, if by all things being made for himself, you understand made as his property; and the wicked, not to have been made such of God, (heaven forbid) but to have become, or been drawn to evil. The Chaldee reads, “The wicked is reserved for the evil day.”

Proverbs 16:6. By mercy and truth iniquity is purged. Then it is not purged by the blood of bulls and goats. God who is rich in mercy gave his Son; and truth, faithful to the promise, accomplished it on Calvary. So grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. And by the exercise of mercy and truth men give proof by the fruit, that their sins are really purged; for charity covereth a multitude of sins. Blessed is the man that considereth the poor and needy; him will the Lord deliver in the time of trouble.

Proverbs 16:10. A divine sentence is in the lips of the king. Hebrews קסם kesem, divination, as in the margin. The kings of Israel were anointed, the Lord gave them of his Spirit, and counsellors stood at the foot of the throne; their decisions therefore were superior to the interests of party feeling.

Proverbs 16:15. The latter rain, as described in Deuteronomy 11:14. The royal favour brightens the countenance of the subject, banishes fear from the heart, and prompts him to perform every duty in excellence of temper, and uprightness of heart.

Proverbs 16:25. There is a way that seemeth right unto a man. The wicked own that their way is wrong, being convicted by their own conscience. But this pharisaical way of magnifying human rectitude, and consequently partially leaving the atonement, terminates in death. It nourishes human pride, it engenders prejudice and ignorance, and prevents the reception of converting grace and comfort. Consequently it leaves the soul a prey to pride, covetousness, and every sin which has a sort of decency in the eyes of men. Thus the pharisees, who appeared beautiful in the eyes of men, said of Jesus Christ, It is better that one die than all perish. Thus sin when it is conceived worketh death.

Proverbs 16:27. An ungodly man diggeth up evil, as miners dig for ores. His thoughts run on evil, and his tongue dwells on men’s faults; but his proofs that other men are wicked do not prove that he himself is good.

Proverbs 16:33. The lot is cast into the lap. When Haman cast the lot for a lucky day to destroy the Jews, it fell in the middle of the twelfth month. Thus the Lord, ever watchful over his church, took time to provide for their safety, and for Haman’s destruction. Yet, I know not that we have now any warrant to expect the Lord to give us an answer by lot, however doubtful or important the case. We should have recourse to counsel, prayer, and prudence: and then if men will put a matter to the lot, I will neither praise nor blame their conduct. For myself, I want no way but that of prayer and prudence. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-28
Proverbs 17:1. Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith. See Proverbs 15:17.

Proverbs 17:3. The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace (or crucible) for gold. Silver ores in Mexico are worked as ores of tin in Cornwall. Lead and iron, though without apparent affinity, occur in the same masses in our limestone ranges. Lead in a state of fusion, has the lighter silver floating on the top. Cobalt and the greenish nickel are difficult to separate. The alloys of gold are found floated by the fluxes in the glassy substance, when the crucible is cold. But, if the fusion and the refining of metals require so much care and skill, none but a God can refine the heart from the ramifications and adherence of sin. See Job 23:10.

Proverbs 17:9. He that covereth a transgression seeketh love. We must be careful never to cover a man’s sin so as to be partakers of it. But if we have seen a fault, or heard a slander, and properly reproved it, we have delivered our own soul. Our repeating it through the circle of our friends, or exposing it to the public, will, after private reproof, only do the offender harm instead of good. It will kindle resentment in his soul, separate him from the esteem of his friends, and we shall discover the weakness and vanity of our own hearts. Who after that would like to trust us with a secret.

Proverbs 17:10. A reproof entereth more into a wise man than a hundred stripes on the back of a fool. Terrence has a laconic remark, which applies here. “The young man blushed—all was gained.”

Proverbs 17:12. Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather than a fool in his folly. The brutal passions of an infuriated man, the horrors of his language, the blows he inflicts, are worse than the fury of beasts: the beasts turn their fury against their foes, but this man rarely spares his friends.

Proverbs 17:13. Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his house. It is a fault doubly vile, which man cannot forget, and which heaven itself will surely requite. 2 Samuel 12:1-12.

Proverbs 17:14. The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water. Some men’s hearts are so proud and naughty that they have never done with a matter, till they have wearied everybody with the exaggeration of their complaints. It would be well if they could see the extreme wickedness of their heart, when so small a wrong can stir up so much evil. Had the same thing happened to a good man, after explanation, he would scorn to name it again. Hence the implacable, who delight in envy and strife, shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

Proverbs 17:20. He that hath a froward heart findeth no good. What can a man gain by a peevish, stormy, ungovernable temper? There are proper times to speak with decision. As the reins command the horse, and as the helm turns the ship, so the passions should be under the controul of judgment.

Proverbs 17:28. Even a fool when he holdeth his peace is counted wise. In conversation it is more polite to receive, than to give the subject. In the high game of argument we speak in reply, we illustrate the point, we enforce our own opinions, or enquire in order to elicit information. If we fail in these points, we discover ignorance or imbecility, and lose the confidence of the company; while he who is silent retains his honour. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-24
Proverbs 18:1. Through desire a man having separated himself, seeketh and intermeddleth with all wisdom. יתגלע yithgalâ; this word occurs but thrice, and only in the book of Proverbs; viz. here, and in Proverbs 17:14; Proverbs 20:3. Solomon might have introduced it from some other nation. Rabbi Ezra says, it designates a man who travels for the acquisition of wisdom, and devotes himself to literature. Rabbi Levi gives the word a speculative turn, of one devoted to metaphysical studies, such as attract attention in the literary world. The text is variously rendered, but there is no end of verbal criticism, and conjectural emendation. The late Dr. Adam Clarke, my contemporary, and brother minister for almost half a century, made this text the motto of his conduct. As an acorn rises to a majestic oak, so the Doctor, from a small beginning, placed himself in the first class of distinguished men, as a biblical scholar, an antiquary, and a popular preacher. Above all, he was a good man. The like characters, in the different departments of science, have raised Europe to its present glory; the culture of the mind by literature has given perfection to the arts, and wealth to the nations.

Proverbs 18:8. The words of a talebearer. See the note on Proverbs 11:13.

Proverbs 18:10. The name of the Lord is a strong tower. Hebrews שׁם Shem. The name, throughout the old testament, is generally understood of Christ, the true SHEM. The name of the promised Redeemer was excellent in all the earth. Psalms 8:1. It is like ointment poured forth in the richest perfumes. Song of Solomon 1:3. The Lord hath pity on his people, for his name’s sake; rather, for Christ’s sake. Jeremiah 14:7. Save us, oh Lord, for thy name’s sake. Psalms 54:1. In his holy temple, he was a strong tower when Sennacherib invaded the land. Christ also was a refuge to the christian church when the Roman armies came against Jerusalem; they believed his word, and fled to Pella beyond the Jordan. See on Isaiah 32:2.

Proverbs 18:14. A wounded spirit who can bear. Pain, when the mind has peace, is supportable; but when Ahithophel turns traitor, both the body and mind are wounded. Psalms 55:12. As no man can convert his own soul, so no man can bear the trials of life and profit by them, without the aids of grace, and a firm belief in providence and the rewards and punishments of the life to come. The wounds which pierce the soul are far more poignant than those which afflict the body.

Proverbs 18:17. He that is first in his own cause seemeth just. Solomon and all judges have proof of this. This is the naughtiness in man, to tell his tale in a partial way. But religion should make us simple as little children, to tell the truth, and the whole truth. Then, when our enemy comes, we shall not be ashamed; for he will add lustre to our innocence, and confirm the purity of our hearts.

Proverbs 18:19. A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city. Both the LXX and the Vulgate read, “A brother aided by a brother, is as a strong and high city; and has strength as a fortress.” Cocceius reads as the English, a brother offended, or a brother betrayed by a brother. The quarrels of brothers break stronger barriers than those which subsist between neighbours.

Proverbs 18:21. Death and life are in the power of the tongue. A good conversation is as ointment poured forth; while, on the contrary, sins in the heart lie concealed, but the tongue discloses them, and sets the world on fire; yea, the fire of hell. The life of the body and the life of the soul lie therefore in the power of the tongue; and a man shall eat the fruit of it, whether it be bitter or sweet.

Proverbs 18:22. Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing. So it was with Adam. Genesis 2:18. In a woman of wisdom and virtue, a man’s heart is at rest. She builds her house with affluence, and is a crown of glory to her husband. See Proverbs 31:10.

Proverbs 18:24. There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. The friendship of brothers is limited: it often fails from family pride, as well as paternal partiality. But the Messiah, placing his delight with the sons of men, is a rich and an almighty friend. He helped Joseph out of prison, David out of trouble, and Daniel out of the lions’ den. He gave his life for ours, and shares his throne with his brethren. Let us cleave to him, for his soul cleaves to us. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-29
Proverbs 19:1. Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity, in simplicity and honesty of heart, than a fool whose tongue is perverse, and whose body is swoln with corpulency. The contrast of men’s conditions, and their diversity of moral character, suggest a world of ideas respecting the conduct and issues of life.

Proverbs 19:2. That the soul be without knowledge, it is not good. The human mind, godlike in its powers, is worthy of culture. In the year 1780, the county of Dorset was infected with a gang of thieves; at length the gentlemen rose upon them, and hanged ten. The Ordinary procured for them ten prayer-books, and read prayers to them daily. He observed, as he states in a pamphlet, that they did not use the books! He found on enquiry that not one of them could read. This was the case with the poor Irish, drawn into rebellion in the year 1797. This was the case with the untutored French, who on the breaking out of the revolution in 1789, filled their country with bloody atrocities, and degraded its cosmography by burning two hundred and seventy three gentlemen’s seats. Now the French have established, after the example of England, forty thousand schools in the different communes. We now agree with Solomon, that “the feet of the untutored poor haste to sin.”

Proverbs 19:5; Proverbs 19:9; Proverbs 19:28. A false witness shall not be unpunished. Our old law was that he shall lose his ears. See on Proverbs 14:5.

Proverbs 19:6. Many will entreat the favour of the prince. A fine satire on courtiers, who fatigue the ears of princes for preferment.

Proverbs 19:11. The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and it is his glory to pass over a transgression. Æsop says, when the ass brayed against the lion, Leo at first was very angry; but afterwards considering within himself that it was only an ass, he walked on.

Proverbs 19:12. The king’s wrath is as the roaring of a lion; against political crimes, cowardice in war, or private villanies. David swore in anger that the rich man who had seized the poor man’s ewe lamb should surely die.

Proverbs 19:17. He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord. The earth is the Lord’s, the bread is for the people; to withhold bread from the aged, the sick, and the blind, is to rob the poor, and incur the anger of heaven. “If they cry at all to me, saith the Lord, I will avenge them.” They ask to die, as they have lived, in humble cottages. To send them in their last moments to die in a sort of state-prison, with vagrants and the sweepings of the streets, is to break their hearts.

Proverbs 19:18. Chasten thy son while there is hope. If he steal a toy, make him carry it back; and kindly train him to duty and obedience. Such is the sentiment of St. Paul. Ephesians 6:4.

Proverbs 19:26. He that wasteth his father, by prodigality, and chaseth away his mother, refusing her a home and bread, covers his family with shame, and brings on himself destruction. And this case is the more alarming, because it is common. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-30
Proverbs 20:1. Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging. In the book of Ecclesiasticus intoxication is connected with poverty, with harlots, with destruction: chap. Proverbs 19:1-2. Cyrus, after noticing great disorder in the court of Persia, is reported by Xenophon as saying, oh Darius, we were all kings last night. Darius, his ministers, and his cup-bearers all asleep on the carpets together.

Proverbs 20:2. The fear of a king. See on Proverbs 19:12. Many proverbs in this chapter occur in other places, to which the reader is referred.

Proverbs 20:5. Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water. Men of wisdom and prudence are slow to advise others; but a man of understanding will resort to such characters, as to deep wells. He will not listen to the ready, but shallow, advice of fools.

Proverbs 20:9. Who can say, I have made my heart clean; I am pure from my sin? The phrase, “my sin,” designates personal transgression. The various answers given to these enquiries show that some difficulty exists in the sense. Commentators seem agreed here to leave us all in our sins. But Augustine, Enchrid. cap. 64, “asserit vitam justorum esse posse sine crimine, et non sine peccato, affirms, that the life of the just may be without crime, but not without sin.” This farther makes a distinction here between known and wilful sins, and the infirmities inoperable from our nature. Well, be the opinions of the doctors what they may, this grand truth remains as a rock, that there is a state on earth in which the Father, Son, and Comforter will come and make His abode with faithful men. John 14:23. Oh my soul, look for that state above all other favours, and aim at all the mind that was in Christ.

Proverbs 20:17. Bread of deceit is sweet to a man, as property obtained by fraud, which presently will grind his teeth. He who overreaches his neighbour will shortly overreach himself. See on Proverbs 9:17.

Proverbs 20:20. Whoso curseth his father. See Exodus 21:17. Leviticus 20:9. His lamp shall be put out. See on Proverbs 13:9.

Proverbs 20:21. An inheritance gotten hastily—shall not be blessed. No wealth will ultimately benefit a man or his family, that is not acquired by fair labour and industry. A man should give value to the community for all that he receives out of it. Hence all speculations which exceed the ordinary risks of trade; all undertakings which involve a credit to which the means or capital of the individual does not entitle him, and especially all jobbing and speculation in the funds, where one must lose what another gains; and all forestalling and unjust monopoly, shall not profit in the end. Many, who call themselves religious people, have need to take heed to this saying.

Proverbs 20:25. It is a snare to the man who devoureth that which is holy. When a man has vowed to give a lamb, for instance, to the Lord, if he be poor, and eat the lamb as a peace-offering instead of burning it on the altar for his sin, or for some deliverance, it is a snare of condemnation to his conscience. He should have considered before he vowed. Alas, alas, how ill soever our vows of piety be paid, they are real vows, recorded in the book of God. Psalms 76:11.

Proverbs 20:26. And bringeth the wheel over them. An allusion to the ancient method of threshing corn by a wheel: the wicked shall be as the corn under the threshing wheel.

Proverbs 20:30. The blueness of a wound cleanseth away evil. This proverb instructs us that a wound in the body corresponds with grief of mind. The wound must be washed, the heart must be searched. Grief is then the medicine of grief, as well for the body as the soul. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-31
Proverbs 21:1. The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord; as the rivers of water, he turneth it whithersoever he will. The allusion is probably to the water-meads and the ditches in the corn fields, which irrigate the lands by a diversion of the streams. This doctrine asserts the providence of God over the nations, and over the church. God commissioned the king of Assyria to punish the Jews for idolatry. Isaiah 10:5. How remarkably was the heart of Cyrus, of Darius, and of Artaxerxes turned toward the poor and long-afflicted Jews in Babylon. How remarkably did the Lord turn the hearts of the Catholic kings to favour Luther, and other reformers. Surely the Lord is King of kings. Let Zion fear no more.

Proverbs 21:2. Every way of a man is right in his own eyes. See on Proverbs 16:25.

Proverbs 21:4. The plowing of the wicked is sin. The LXX, λαμπτηε δε ασεβων αμαετια, Lucerna impiorum peccatum. The lamp of the wicked is sin. Hebrews נר nar or nair, designates both a yoke for the plow, and a lamp, as in 2 Samuel 22:29. “Thou art my lamp, oh Lord.” Also 1 Kings 11:36. “That David my servant may have a light always before me in Jerusalem.” This reading harmonizes the sense of the verse. The high look, the proud heart, and the blaze of the wicked, in equipage and splendour, is sin in the sight of the Lord.

Proverbs 21:13. Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry, and, not be heard. See on Proverbs 19:17. Some men’s sins are revealed and visited in the present world, others follow to judgment, where the Lord will exclude from his kingdom all the men devoid of charity. Matthew 25:42.

Proverbs 21:16. The man that wandereth, despising God and his law, shall be gathered to the congregation of the dead. Hebrew, the Rephaim or giants, as described in Genesis 6:4. Job 26:4-5. Those were the men that scoffed at the ark; that were cowards in death, piling rocks on the hills to gain a short reprieve from the deluge. The wicked who despise religion, and the backslider, who wandereth out of the way, would do well to consider what sort of company they are going to join. If the giants were intolerable neighbours on earth, what will they be in hell! 

Proverbs 21:22. A wise man scaleth the city, though defended by warriors. So David, who could not take the strong city of Zion by war, took it by art; for wisdom is better than might. It is then the first duty, and the best wisdom of man, to seek true religion. Grace will conquer the strong man in the heart.

Proverbs 21:27. The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination to the Lord. So it proved to Balsam and Balak. God despised their seven altars, and sent the sword to destroy them. The prayers of the wicked are perfumed with the ill savour of their sin. He said to the Jews, Bring no more vain oblations to me: incense is an abomination. Wash you, make you clean; then come, and reason with me, saith the Lord. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-29
Proverbs 22:1. A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches. When a man lives revered for his piety, it is better than to be feared for his power.

Proverbs 22:2. The rich and the poor meet together, in the common dust: and the small and great stand at the judgment-seat of God. Therefore the rich should consider the poor as brethren, and the poor should not be insolent to their benefactors.

Proverbs 22:3. A prudent man foreseeth the evil coming, be it famine, war or winter, and provides against it. How much more then should we prepare to appear before God, who will judge the world in righteousness, and punish the foolish for their sin.

Proverbs 22:6. Train up a child in the way he should go. No man can estimate the blessings which may be comprised in the gift of a son, of joy to the family, of glory to the church, or honour to the nation. And it is generally true, that men adhere to the principles, the religion and customs of their fathers. Hence, as our children, corrupt by nature, are prone to go astray, let us train them up to a proper acquaintance with God’s word: and let us put some book into their hand which exhibits the reasonableness and evidences of christianity in one entire view. Dr. Jenkins, and Dr. George Benson, on the Reasonableness of the Christian Religion, are fine works. Addison’s Evidences, though but fragments, are very good, and have weight from his name. Lardner’s Credibility is a gigantic work. He published a volume every year. In my Introduction to Christianity, I have done my best. No young man should go out into the world unarmed with a knowledge of the evidences of his religion.—But while we endeavour to sow the seeds of truth in the mind, we must aim at the conversion of the soul by the power of divine grace. We are born proud, self-willed, vindictive, and lovers of ourselves. Therefore pride must be changed into humility, anger into meekness, and self-love into the love of God. In endeavouring to impress these truths, let us take advantage of circumstances; for when death, afflictions, and providential visitations soften the heart, it is then more open to receive instruction.

Proverbs 22:8. He that soweth iniquity shall reap vanity. They that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, shall reap what they sow. Job 4:8. Solomon had in his eye wicked rulers, who bore the shapat, or rod of the elders. This rod shall be turned against them, when the king hears of their crimes, for castigation, and by placing it in more worthy hands. For, on the contrary, as in Proverbs 22:11, he that loves pureness, in private and public conduct, the king shall be his friend.

Proverbs 22:13. The slothful man saith, There is a lion without. Lions, in time of drought, follow the streams; and wolves in winter, make wide ranges in quest of food. To kill a lion in single combat, which brave men sometimes did, ennobled their character. The slothful man, on the contrary, is here condemned for the sins of cowardice and fear.

Proverbs 22:20. Have not I written to thee excellent things. The Hebrew and the LXX read, “three things.” The Jews, in their schools, divided literature into three branches, physical, moral, and divine. Others turn it, “Have I not written three books.” The Proverbs, for a beginning; the Ecclesiastes, for a progress; and the Song of Songs, for perfection. Yet our version gives the spirit of the text—”excellent things.”

Proverbs 22:27. Why should he (in a case of execution) take away thy bed from under thee? Our brokers do this daily, in distraining for rent. And though it be the law of nations, it is not the law of nature.

Proverbs 22:29. Seest thou a man diligent in his business; [a man of celerity, dispatch, and expedition in his work] he shall stand before kings. He shall rise from humble life to commercial affluence, and from commercial affluence to rank and fortune, as a man of distinction and talents. But let him tremble lest he should love riches more than God: let him tremble lest he should leave vast wealth to infidel and profligate children. Let him be liberal to the poor and to the cause of religion, in proportion as God is liberal to him; for it is an awful issue to gain the world, and lose the soul. He should not forget in affluence, that the pastor who has laboured for his salvation has perhaps but a scanty income. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-35
Proverbs 23:1-2. When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, and hast a princely feast before thee of meats and wines, put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man given to appetite. How many have stained their character at public dinners. Excision is the way to conquer crime. Every man must have an inexorable rule of temperance in his own breast, or he is lost. Cicero ridicules the man, natus abdomini, born for his belly. Christ has commanded us to cut off the right hand, and to pluck out the right eye, whenever they cause to offend. It is safest for religious characters to keep far away from the place of temptation; and if they have not resolution to stand, then their duty is at once determined, they must offend their friends rather than their God.

Proverbs 23:4. Labour not to be rich. It is a propensity which may destroy the soul, as well as the voluptuous pleasures of the prodigal. And who can amass a great fortune, without thousands of hard bargains, not to say frauds; and without a monopoly which draws away trade from many families who can hardly live? And who that has gained a fortune can be sure to keep it? Perhaps he may lose it by some speculation before he dies. Perhaps his heir may most disgracefully waste it. It is not much more than seven hundred and fifty years since William the Conqueror gave large tracts of land to his Norman friends. Now there are but a few families who retain the name to which the land was granted; and which of them can prove that they are of the same blood? Look at the peerage. How many titles are extinct; and how few of the ancient ones still retained have descended in a direct line. Thus “riches make themselves wings;” yea, the strong wings of an eagle, who carries her prey far beyond the reach of man, and they fly away into the hands of strangers. Thus invading armies have often conveyed them to a hostile shore. Who then would fill his life with cares, and hazard his salvation, for things which are not?

Proverbs 23:10. Remove not the old landmark. See on Deuteronomy 19:14.

Proverbs 23:11. For their Redeemer is mighty. Hebrews גאלם goalam, their kinsman, who under the law of Moses had the right to redeem the estate. God is the father of the fatherless, and he will avenge all trespasses, and will replace the landmark for the widow and the orphan, with vengeance on the oppressor. 

Proverbs 23:12. Apply thine heart unto instruction, to acquire in schools, the elements of knowledge. You will need them in all the future walks of life, for professional duties, and to act your part in conversation. They will open your genius, will enable you to survey nature, and contemplate characters, with more than vulgar eyes. They will elevate your own character; while without them, you will be degraded and despised. Above all, pray the Lord to aid you, in making such an estimate of life and all its relations, as to apply your heart to true wisdom.

Proverbs 23:13. Withhold not correction from the child. See on Proverbs 13:24.

Proverbs 23:18. Surely there is an end. ישׁ אחרית yesh acharith, there is a hereafter—another life. This is evidently the sense of the original. And thine expectation [of immortality] shall not be cut off. This expectation or hope was the support of good men in every age. They had the hope and the promise; we have the demonstration, in the resurrection of Christ from the dead.

Proverbs 23:23. Buy the truth, by making every sacrifice for religion that is required, and by seeking it, as in Proverbs 23:12. Sell it not; do not repudiate, nor cast it away. Christ is the pearl of great price, the word of truth is incorruptible, and heaven is an inheritance which fadeth not away. Worldly wisdom is often bought too dear, but no man ever paid too high a price for truth. When Moses bartered the riches, the honours, and the hopes of Egypt for the reproach of Christ, the circumstances of his life and death prove that he made a happy exchange. See Reflections on Deuteronomy 34. and Matthew 17. Whereas he who like Esau, sells his part in the covenant, can never by tears atone for his crime. What a pity then that poor sinners should be so unwilling to part with their rags and dirt and shame, for the unsearchable riches of the knowledge of Christ, by whom came both grace and truth. Let them but walk in the truth, and religion will soon put a whole coat on their back, and store their cottage with the true riches of contentment, peace, and love.

Proverbs 23:26. My son, give me thine heart. Why should the young man give his heart to the sensual delights of the age; to dogs, horses, taverns, theatres, and harlots, as in the next words. These are the ways which lead to the loss of fortune, the ruin of health, and the damnation of the soul. It is the voice of truth which warns them of danger. Give me thy heart, says the Lord; thy body, with all the vigour and bloom of youth; thy mind, with all its powers. All happiness, all beauty, all perfection dwell with God. The beauty of created good fades like the verdure of the year; but with God the glory is permanent. To know and love him with all the heart, is life and heaven opened on earth.

Proverbs 23:31. Look not thou upon the wine when it is red—in the cup. It drowns reason, it enflames the passions, it forms a habit, it wastes a fortune, it leads to every crime. The drunkard loses his rank in society, and forfeits all claims to righteousness and life.

Proverbs 23:32. At last, when poverty and disease come, it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder. Of nachish, “serpent,” We have certain knowledge; but of צפע tzepâ, “adder,” we are less certain. Natural history, by the moderns only, has been distinguished by genera and species. The critics read variously, cockatrice, basilisk, adder. Isaiah 11:8; Isaiah 14:29; Isaiah 54:5. Jeremiah 7:17. The word is used for the goad of an ox; and it refers to the deadly pungency of the venom. We should not however depress the knowledge of the ancients: they are applauded by men of the middle ages. Seneca says, Though all things by the ancients were discovered; yet this will always be new, the use, the knowledge, and disposition of things found out by others. Etsi omnia á veteribus inventa essent; hoc tamen semper novum erit, usus, &c. Epist. 64. 

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-34
Proverbs 24:1. Be not envious against evil men. Similar thoughts occur in Psalms 37:1, Psalms 73. Proverbs 17:1. Why should we envy the wicked? We are all going to lie in the common dust; their prosperity hastens their exit, while righteousness has the promise of long life, and all good things. By wisdom your house shall be built, and your chambers stored with valuable and pleasant treasures: chap. Proverbs 15:6.

Proverbs 24:5. A wise man is strong, for the guidance of his affairs; for the improvement of peace, or the conduct of war. Wisdom, delighting in equity, is crowned with affluence, and victory in defensive war. The LXX read, “The wise man is better than the strong, and the prudent man than the stout husbandman.”

Proverbs 24:6. In multitude of counsellors there is safety. The wittegena gemot, among our Saxon ancestors, comprised the heads of houses, the warriors, and the ancient men; for they appeared and debated in arms. The French accounts of the American Indians say the same. I beg leave to translate the following speech from Travels in Louisiana, in 1793 and 1794.

About the year 1766, three days after the Indian chiefs had assembled to consult on the best means of expelling the French from Louisiana, an orator, after saluting his chief, spake as follows.

“May the great sun that enlightens us, and whom we adore, shed upon my discourse the enlivening energy and sweetness of his beams; that irradiating our minds with wisdom, he may adequately warm our hearts with the courage essential to our calamitous situation.

“Our aged men have long perceived the injuries we have sustained by the neighbourhood of the French; but our young men, seduced by appearances, perceive not the precipice covered with flowers. They look solely at the glare of European merchandize, and are unsuspicious of the poison it contains. Of what use, in fact, is all this seductive merchandise to us? It obviously corrupts our women with the love of luxury, it debauches our daughters, it flatters their idleness and pride, it kills the married men with labour to furnish the factitious wants of their wives, and it relaxes the whole force of public morals. These advantages are no compensation for the dangers to which we are exposed.

“But the French have done us the greatest injury by their engaging air, by their endeavours to flatter our passions, and by the art they naturally have to soften our courage, the better to exercise their tyranny. Before they came we were men, we were allied, we ranged at liberty in a country which was our own. We had no enemies but the beasts, which we had the address to subdue. Now, a subtle poison flows in our veins. It benumbs and enfeebles our limbs. We stumble as we walk, and are afraid of the thorns. We have the timidity of slaves, and bow the neck to the yoke of tyranny. Thus the French treat our illustrious Sun. They even threaten to load us with chains, and we hesitate in preferring death to servitude! Let us convince the white men that red men are as free as themselves, and that they know how to resume at pleasure their ancient valour.”

Here, while the orator paused, the most irradiated looks of approbation were cast on one another; and then turning to him with countenances expressive of their wish that he should proceed, he thus resumes the subject.

“Are we not accounted the most enlightened of all red men? And so, in fact, we are. Who have more courage, and who have more resources than ourselves? What then do we await in the resumption of our ancient liberty?

The orator then delivered a quiver of thirty rods to each chief, with instructions to burn one every day upon the altar. But Braspike, a princess connected with a french officer, wishing to favour her husband, entered the temple by her own right, and stole one of the sticks, which occasioned the Natchez nation to begin the carnage one day earlier than the others. By this means the French were partially saved, being put on their guard.

I heard Mr. Campbell relate his travels in South Africa. When he reached the copper Caffres nine hundred miles north-east of the Cape, the warriors assembled in arms, about five hundred in number. When the question was put, whether they should receive a missionary to teach them the great word, and some useful arts; and in particular, how to get twice as much corn from the land as they then did, they debated for four hours, with great eloquence, and impressive action. The request was granted. 

Proverbs 24:7. A fool—openeth not his mouth in the gate, where the judges and elders sat to decide on public affairs. The fool did not rise to this honour.

Proverbs 24:11. If thou forbear to deliver. Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, that do ye unto them. This is a golden rule; it is the law of nature, and of nations. Hence, whether we see a neighbour, a stranger, or an enemy in danger, we must forget private circumstances, and risk our own life to save another. Vaillante, an accredited traveller in Caffraria, mentions a Dutchman whose signal efforts deserve to be immortalized. A ship was wrecked near the Cape; the crew were clinging to the shrouds, and no boat would venture to save them. But this brave man, whose horse was accustomed to take the water, rode up to the wreck seven times, and brought off two men, hanging by his stirrup, each time. He ventured the eighth time, when, not considering either that his beast grew weaker, or that the tide encreased, both he and his horse were borne away and drowned. Hence whenever we see human life in peril, let us consult the generous prudence of our first feelings, and we shall avoid the censure which our Lord passed on the priest and the levite, and obtain the applause of the good Samaritan.

Proverbs 24:14. Then there shall be a reward. See on chap. 23. 18, where the same word is translated “an end.” The righteous shall have a future life of reward and blessedness. The LXX, “Thou shalt have a happy death, and hope shall not forsake thee.”

Proverbs 24:16. A just man falleth seven times into troubles, either by the wicked or by providential afflictions, and rises again; for the Lord, according to his many promises, delivers him out of them all. But the wicked fall into mischief, and rise no more. This is a just remark on the happiness of those who live in communion with God.

Proverbs 24:17. Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth. The strokes of justice should make all hearts tremble: we have sinned as well as he, therefore both nature and circumstances should teach us sympathy. So Israel, though greatly provoked, mourned when Benjamin perished, that there should lack one tribe in Israel. Hence we should most seriously pray that repentance, and not punishment, may be our enemy’s portion.

Proverbs 24:20. There shall be no reward to the evil man. See on Proverbs 24:14. No happiness in a future state. His candle shall be put out: he shall be driven into outer darkness. 

Proverbs 24:26. Every man shall, kiss his lips that giveth a right answer. This refers to the plaudits in public debates, or to the approbation of the court, when a witness answers well.

Proverbs 24:28. Be not a witness against thy neighbour without cause. You have to live in the same town; the mischiefs arising from imprudence are many. If your evidence be unfair, or too strong, it will never be forgiven. But if the cause be just, you must not injure innocence to cover guilt.

Proverbs 24:30. The field of the slothful, and the vineyard of the man void of understanding, conveyed instruction to Solomon. He regarded the sin of idleness with abhorrence. This is a crime which a man commits against his house, against his God, and against his country. But what shall we say of the myriads of hearts which resemble this vineyard and field; full of briars, full of weeds, full of sins. Let us learn wisdom from other men’s folly, and industry from their sloth.—Here ends the second and last volume of the Proverbs which Solomon delivered to the public. 

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-28
Proverbs 25:1. These are also proverbs of Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah copied out. Solomon wrote three thousand proverbs, and a thousand and five songs. 1 Kings 4:32. The supplement to the book, or third part commences here. The men or ministers of king Hezekiah were Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah, 2 Kings 18:26 : also Isaiah, maternal grandson of king Amaziah. Isaiah 1:1.

Proverbs 25:3. The heart of kings is unsearchable. The actions of princes are like great rivers; all men see their course, but few know their origin.

Proverbs 25:5. Take away the wicked from before the king. The preseding words illustrate the sense. When the dross is removed to one side of the crucible, the vase in the mould is pure; so the counsel of good men are the brilliant emanations of wisdom and virtue. A wicked minister, acting from principles of pride, avarice, or vain glory, how great soever his talents may be, gives by example a daring countenance to vice, and often leads his sovereign into error. But, on the other hand, when a king has wise and devout ministers, the nation prospers; and when he banishes from his court those who are guilty of crimes, he gains the confidence of his people, and establishes his throne in righteousness. Then what confidence should we repose in God. Judgment and justice are the habitation of his throne.

Proverbs 25:6. Put not forth [ne magnificum, do not magnify] thyself in the presence of the king. Occasions will offer for the courtier to display his eloquence, and professional talents; then he may be called with spotless honour to fill a higher station, and ultimately to be high in office. But if otherwise, he may enjoy a cultivated mind in the more peaceful circles of society.

Proverbs 25:7. Come up hither. See on Luke 14:8.

Proverbs 25:8. Go not forth hastily to strive by a lawsuit with thy neighbour. When we receive a wrong, our passions, for awhile, are so tumultuous, as to hinder the sober exercise of the understanding. And the way to the chambers of justice is often through an ante-chamber crowded with thieves. We had better wait, and bring our neighbour by private conversation to reason and equity, or we had better sustain a loss, than expend twice the sum in seeking a doubtful redress. 

Proverbs 25:9. Debate thy cause with thy neighbour. This is far better than to involve thyself in shameful and expensive suits at law.

Proverbs 25:11. A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver. The Chaldaic turns it, “images of gold,” comprising landscapes, and all the group introduced into the portrait. The ancients, painting on vellum with metallic oxides, produced beautiful pictures. But wisdom in moral science surpasses the beauties of the pencil.

Proverbs 25:13. As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, whose breezes cool the reapers; so is a faithful messenger. Jordan overflowed his banks at Easter, the time of the barley harvest, by the melting of the snows on mount Lebanon.

Proverbs 25:14. Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift. Vulgate, Vir gloriosus, et promissa non complens. A boasting man, who fulfils not his promises, is like clouds and wind without rain.

Proverbs 25:17. Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour’s house. The habit of staying too long at a neighbour’s house indicates a trifling or an indolent temper. He who can burden a neighbour by the frequency of his visits, regaling himself with the news of the day, and the tales of the town, is ignorant of the duties he owes to God, and himself; and he has no idea of the worth of time.

Proverbs 25:21. If thine enemy be hungry. See on Matthew 5:44. Romans 12:20.

Proverbs 25:28. He that hath no rule over his own spirit; but indulges anger and menacing language on every adverse occurrence, resembles a city with a broken wall; and sin, the worst of foes, may enter at pleasure. It is highly unbecoming a father, and a master, to indulge ebullitions of passion when perhaps the offender could not help the fault, and when the fault itself was of no moment. The same may be said of every other passion, and indulgence of unlawful pleasures. Let men calmly reason on the impropriety of their conduct; let them pray for regenerating grace, habituating themselves to moderation; for he can scarcely claim the rank of a man who has no command of himself. 

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-28
Proverbs 26:1. As snow in summer, which beats down the fruits; and as rain in harvest, which causes the corn to shoot in the ear; so is honour incongruous to a fool. He shames his laurels, he wastes his money, and dishonours his station.

Proverbs 26:2. As the bird by wandering: ut passer ad vagandum, et ut hirundo ad gyrandum, &c.: as the sparrow by vagrating, and as the swallow by flying round to a warmer climate, and returning to build her nest in the same house; so a causeless curse shall never come. What then shall be done to unburden the conscience of a guilty world? The wrongs and insults offered to women; the tricks, frauds, and robberies in trade; the innumerable estates, entirely wrested from ruined families by means of mortgages, not to mention war and bloodshed; do not the ghosts of injured innocence, of parents whose orphans are defrauded; does not the blood of martyrs raise a loud cry in the ears of heaven, “How long, oh Lord, holy and true, dost thou not avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth.” Revelation 6:10. What shall the guilty do? Let them make restitution to the utmost of their power; let them ask forgiveness of the injured, and pray with tears to God that their sins may be forgiven: let them seek the opposite virtue of every vice.

Proverbs 26:4. Answer not a fool according to his folly. By the fool, so largely characterized in this place, and so often branded in the Proverbs, we do not understand a man of weak intellect, and inoffensive life. The gradation of intellectual powers from dulness to the clearest perception is a high display of the Creator’s wisdom. It prepares one to rule, and another to obey. It qualifies one to take the helm of state, a second to lead in commerce, and a third to be a father in the profession of science; while all the less successful, and less enlightened, take their place in the humbler walks of life. Hence, by the fool we understand a man who degrades himself to that reproach by imprudence, and the folly of his passions and conduct. This sort of folly is very common to youth: they often degrade themselves with it in company, and in the streets. Honour conferred upon them renders their folly the more conspicuous. It is unseasonably bestowed, as snow in summer and rain in harvest. Far more judicious to apply the rod to a fool’s back; for that would make him exercise his reason by avoiding sin. So we do with the horse, and the ass, to which the fool is compared, by a stupid adherence to his own way. But if the man be too aged for the rod, we must sometimes treat his talk and conduct with silent contempt, and especially we must not answer him “according to his folly,” with foolish jesting and buffoonery, “lest we be like unto him.” Yet on other occasions we must answer “according to his folly;” we must condescend to expose his sophistry, and so reply to his folly as to make him ashamed, “lest he be wise in his own conceit.” He who sends the fool on business, brings reproach on his affairs; for he will delay as though he had no feet. It is like slinging a stone at random which may do mischief; or like carrying a stone to Mercury’s heap, to distinguish leagues or miles. He will tell all his heart like a drunkard in wine. Reproof and advice are bestowed without effect. He returns to his folly as the dog to his vomit. Then it is the last of folly for men who have for awhile refrained from sin, to return to their former habits and ways.

Proverbs 26:12. Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit. This man, instead of learning wisdom from others, deifies his own knowledge, and despises instruction. A mind disposed to wisdom, perceives its past ignorance and errors, and profits by books and wiser men; but the opinionated hides himself in the cloud of error. If we dispute against the truth we shall stumble; but if we pray the Lord to teach us, he will lead us in the way we ought to go.

Proverbs 26:22. The words of a talebearer are as wounds. This character, so often branded in this book, here receives a just rebuke. When strife happens between factions and families, when no mediation is accepted because of the haughtiness of the heart, it dies of itself in a short time; for the ear of the public is tired with a repetition of evils. But when the tale-bearer hears one talk partly in anger, or perhaps in jest, not doubting but common prudence will preserve him from repeating the evil, and when he goes pregnant with mischief to court the favour of the absent, he kindles up strife anew, and burns himself with the coals. He heard the evil as a friend, he heard it without remonstrance, and meanly revealed it as a foe. Therefore they will despise him as a traitor; and the party he served for the moment will so know him as not to trust him with secrets. How then will God despise those who trim between religion and the world. Because they are lukewarm, he will spue them out of his mouth.

Proverbs 26:23. Burning lips. דלק dalak, occurs in Obadiah, Proverbs 26:18. “The house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame.” Ezekiel 24:10. “Heap on wood, kindle a fire, consume the flesh.” The sense then of this knotty proverb will be, that the burning lips of a tale-bearer, moved by a wicked heart, will set the house on fire; and that his fair speeches of pretended friendship will be like the fragments of a broken china vase, though painted with gold and silver, nothing worth. 

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-27
Proverbs 27:2. Let another man praise thee. A man is sometimes compelled to speak of himself. But modesty often prefers speaking in the third person; as St. John, who says, “that disciple whom Jesus loved.” St. Paul, grievously mauled by the Jews at Corinth, says, “I knew a man about fourteen years ago—such an one was caught up into the third heaven.” It is a man’s works, not his tongue, which memorializes his worth.

Proverbs 27:5. Open rebuke is better than secret love. For it is secret love brought into action, and seasonably exercised to save us from harm. The wounds of a friend soon heal, but the caresses of an enemy convey a subtle poison to the vitals.

Proverbs 27:6. The kisses of an enemy are deceitful. Perhaps he had Joab’s kiss to Abner in his eye when he wrote this proverb.

Proverbs 27:7. The full soul loatheth an honeycomb. Here the poor have pleasures which the rich do not often taste. They relish their food when they come from the field; and sleep, shunning the palace and “kingly couch,” courts a residence in the hovels of the poor. So providence provides happiness for every class of men.

Proverbs 27:8. As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is a man that wandereth from his place. Since the general peace of 1816, England has been overrun with men and women wandering about, which marks a defective state of society. A vagrant, being unknown, has lost his moral and civil obligations of social order. Their own parishes injure others, by driving out the poor in search of bread.

Proverbs 27:15. A continual dropping, through the thatch on a rainy day, and a scolding wife alike drive the husband from his house. Scolding is a pernicious habit, it betrays the ignorance and naughtiness of the heart, and requires to be vanquished by the most judicious management. But who is sufficient for the task?

Proverbs 27:17. Iron sharpeneth iron, so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend. When we recognize the face of an old friend, we recollect the endearments of former life; and we want to know all the adventures of interest since we saw him. We anticipate a thousand pleasures we shall yet enjoy in his company. How much more so in religious society where friends are more pure, and where the hopes are immortal; and how much more so in heaven where we meet to part no more, and where we shall see the Lord with open face, who loved us, even unto death? Horace says,**** Ergo fungar vice cotis, acutum reddere quæ ferrum valet, exsors ipsa secandi. Ars Poet. 5:304. Whether you cut yourself or not, sharpen and make me cut, then I shall hope to return the favour.

Proverbs 27:23. Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks. Servants do their duty better, when the master performs his. 

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-28
Proverbs 28:2. By a man of understanding the state—shall be prolonged. Who can value the Samuels in Israel; the Gracchuses in Rome; the Walpoles, the Chathams in England? In Lord Chatham’s time it was said, “We have a Pitt in England that will hold all France.” When counsel is denied to a nation, it is a sad mark of God’s highest displeasure against a guilty people. Per hominem, peritum, incolumitas reflorescet.—SCHULTENS. The safety of a nation revives and flourishes by a man of wisdom and experience.

Proverbs 28:4. They that forsake the law praise the wicked, by openly espousing their cause. See the term “law” defined in Psalms 1 and Psalms 119:1.

Proverbs 28:10. Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray. This is the foulest crime that a man can commit, because the sins of religious professors are very much noticed. They cause the wicked to rejoice, they discourage man from becoming righteous, and they highly provoke the Lord. He who leads a good man to intemperance, and what is worse, he who in the time of persecution, causes him to leave the truth, shall surely receive a sevenfold punishment. Read the miserable deaths of those who persecuted the church, as recorded by Eusebius, Lactantius, and other fathers, and then say, what awaits sins of so gross a kind.

Proverbs 28:13. He that covereth his sins shall not prosper. He daily tells a thousand lies to cover a single crime. These are all an additional canker and rust to his sins. His countenance droops, the worm gnaws within; and God’s correcting rod, in one way or other, will give a reverse to his health and peace. When a man has sinned, it is best to be simple, and to fall into the hands of the Lord by a repentance attended with fruits. Happy then is the man that feareth always.

Proverbs 28:17. A man that doeth violence to the blood of any person shall flee to the pit. Jos. Kimchi expounds this of “an oppressor, who causes the death of another by hunger or cruelty; a wretch who shall descend to gehenna.” Then the hard-hearted man, who slowly kills another man’s body, shall destroy himself both body and soul.

Proverbs 28:24. Whoso robbeth his father or his mother. Then, oh young man, keep at a distance from taverns, from gamesters, from harlots, that you may not be tempted to commit so great a sin. By doing wrong to your parents, you leave the paths of life and health, to associate with destroyers.

Proverbs 28:26. He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool. He does not know his heart. He is ignorant that it is deceitful and desperately wicked. The voluptuous heart will revel in sin, the covetous will thirst for gold, the vindictive heart will burn with revenge. How many, feeling the smart and anguish of their sin, have made vows, oaths, and promises, that they would never repeat the fault. After awhile the pain has been removed, and the old heart went the old way; they forgot the promise, and repeated the sin. We ought to know that it is not vows but grace which saves the soul; yea, grace which trembles at the smallest sin, and runs to God for preservation. Oh how we should pray and wrestle and strive sooner than yield; for then our folly would be the sport of fools. And how should we be able to look to God, or meet the eyes of his church? 

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-27
Proverbs 29:1. He that being often reproved, hardeneth his neck. The Greeks have a similar proverb. οι πολλα πταιοντες και μη κολαζομενοι φοβεισθαι και δεδοικεναι οφειλουοιν. αυξεται γαρ αυτοις τα τες τιμοριας δια τες ατιμωρησιας. He who often offends, and is not punished, ought to fear that his punishment augments by the delay of justice. Aged and hardened sinners should remember this; it is the voice of philosophy, the voice of the bible, the voice of God. Some men after smarting for a sin take warning, and will go no more with that company, nor expose themselves to that snare. Others, though reproved inwardly by conscience, and the divine influence of God joined thereto, still repeat their sin. Under the ministry, they tremble; yet they go to their sin, and then shun the light. Thieves, though often admonished, yet return to their courses. Other sinners, God sometimes afflicts, and with repeated strokes; yet they return again to folly. Stripes of this kind are often God’s last measures with the incorrigible. Oh sinner, if this be thy situation, as the Lord thy God liveth, there is but a step between thee and death. Oh stop where thou art, stop in the name of God, for another relapse, and the scale of justice may turn against thee, and thou shalt fall into hell and destruction.

Proverbs 29:12. If a ruler hearken to lies, all his servants are wicked. Camden, in his Britannia, when describing the county of Sussex, reports a case, which occurred while our Norman kings were in the habit of giving away manors to their knights. The earl of Kent, a known character, fixed his eye on Busham park, which then belonged to his grace the Archbishop of Canterbury. Kent, accompanied by six knights, went to Lambeth; and falling down on both his knees, implored the prelate to give him Busham park. His grace, feeling the insult, gave vent to passion in strong repetitions, I give you Busham park,—I give you Busham park! Kent rose and humbly thanked his grace, and going off immediately to the king, with his six knights, they all deposed that his grace said, I give you Busham park. The grant was registered in the king’s book, and Kent maintained himself in the possession.

Proverbs 29:16. When the wicked are multiplied, and accustomed to rule, good men fear to displease them, and often leave some divine duty unperformed. The conscience is of course ensnared with sin. Sometimes to oblige the wicked they are drawn into sinful compliances, which betray them into actual guilt; and sometimes they have been so weak as to tell but part of the truth, which has afterwards much disgraced them with weakness and want of simplicity. Let us pray that, like the patriarch, out of weakness we may wax strong; and fearing God we may fear none besides. What are the greatest of men but dust; and what are the menaces of the proud but words of worms?

Proverbs 29:18. Where there is no vision, the people perish. Where there is no man of God to awe them by example, to teach them in public, and to pray for them, and guide them in extraordinary cases, they perish for lack of knowledge. What a blessing then is a public ministry, crowded with hearers; what a blessing is the prevailing influence of religious society; and what a blessing is a course of early instruction to the rising age!

Proverbs 29:25. The fear of man bringeth a snare. The fear of man is put here in opposition to the fear of God. By concessions to tyrants, or to factions; by conceding the duties we owe to God, we become entangled, and burdened in conscience to please men, who cannot but perceive our weakness and our sin. The prophets were bold, the apostles had courage, and the martyrs braved the fire, and the sword. 

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-33
Proverbs 30:1. The words of Agur. The style of this book seems to be much older than that of Solomon. Its simplicity very well agrees with the times of the patriarchs, or when the judges presided. He confesses his ignorance of navigation.—Ithiel, God with me; and Ucal, the mighty one, seem to have been either friends or pupils of Agur. But too many critics play and trifle with the import of their names. Thousands in Israel also put the name of God to the beginning, and sometimes to the termination of a child’s name, as Eldad, Elkanab, Amniel, Zabdiel, Uzziel, &c. Hezekiah’s scribes seem to have thought that this piece, and Lemuel’s, had better be added to the Proverbs than formed into a separate book.

Proverbs 30:2. Surely I am more brutish than any man. Agur who speaks of God in exalted language, does not appear to have been trained to the study of wisdom. Perhaps he could not write, or was so humble as to think nothing of his wisdom worthy of a manuscript; and therefore, impressed with grateful recollections of his worth, his two friends wrote these fragments of his ministry. He begins by avowing his ignorance, neglect of learning, and want of knowledge of the Holy One. Hence we learn that Agur was truly wise; he knew his own heart, his brutishness by nature, and his want of wisdom and acquaintance with God. Here divine wisdom and genuine piety always begin.

Proverbs 30:4. Who hath ascended up into heaven. This holy man knew much, by the avowal that he knew nothing, compared with the grandeur of God. The prophet Isaiah, great in eloquence and wisdom, speaks of God with the same self-abasement as Agur does: Isaiah 40:17.—What is his son’s name, as in Psalms 2:7, the Messiah. The Chaldaic reads as the Hebrew. This is a most remarkable expression. It shows that Agur was acquainted with the Judge of all the earth, who conversed with Abraham. Genesis 17. He knew that there was from eternity a sociality in the Godhead, in the person of the Father, the Son, and the Spirit; but he knew it not distinctly. The Messiah was concealed in the bosom of the Father. Proverbs 8:22. John 1:18. The perfect discoveries of a Trinity, and of human redemption, were mysteries hid in ages past. The Messiah created the world, and holdeth the winds in his fists. His names and perfections can no more be told than the names and perfections of the Father. Adorable mystery, unfathomable in depth, but sanctifying in effect. Oh may we, all brutish and ignorant by nature, ever be pupils in so divine a school; for the whole happiness of angels and men consists in tracing the wisdom, power, and love of God, as unfolded in creation, providence and redemption.

Proverbs 30:8. Give me neither poverty nor riches. We have here the prayer of a sage, who asks mediocrity of condition; and the philosophy of all nations has acquiesced in the justness of this sentiment. All enlightened men must be aware of the calamities of greatness, and of the temptations attendant on wealth, luxury, and honour. And shrinking, on the other hand, at poverty and want, they have given the largest share of happiness to the middle rank of society. But this, after all, is but philosophy; for the poor man, undisturbed with the pride of knowledge, sings in his cottage as the thrush in the copse; the middle ranks are by no means contented with their lot, but are daily pressing towards wealth and dignity; while the great revolt at the idea of humiliation. Be that as it may, Agur’s prayer is so popular that we have extant in the English tongue more than a hundred printed sermons on this text, which sufficiently unfold a clergyman’s wish. Agur however, rectified his wish by piety and submission.—Feed me with food convenient for me. It is the glory and perfection of christianity to resemble Christ, who said in the hour of anguish, Father, not as I will, but as thou wilt. St. Paul also said, I have learned in whatsoever state I am therewith to be content. I know how to be abased and how to abound; to be full, and to be hungry. Happy is that man who alike fears the wanton insolence we see in the rich, and the continual murmuring among the ungrateful poor.

Proverbs 30:10. Accuse not a servant unto his master. This wise man cautions us against meddling with other families in accusing domestics, for there is no man which may not do us harm, nor of whom we may not have need.

Proverbs 30:11. There is a generation that curseth their father. He divides the wicked into four classes. First, those who are ungrateful, and blasphemous to their parents. These, by war or wickedness, shall mostly come to an untimely death: Proverbs 30:17. Blessings flow from fathers to children; and when a son returns them with a curse, it is the worst of crimes. Secondly, those who are pure in their own eyes. Being proud and ignorant, they guard the outward walk, but cherish the foulest evils of the heart. Hence there is little hope of doing them good. The third and fourth are the haughty and the cruel, who scorn and oppress the poor. They are far from humanity, and therefore far from God, who will pay them back the measure they mete. 

Proverbs 30:18. There be—four things which I know not.
(1) The way of the eagle, which at an immense distance seeks and pursues his prey, and shapes his course through the trackless air with certainty and precision.

(2) How a serpent could without feet reach the high rock.

(3) How a ship could be managed at sea. The art of navigation is admirable, and especially so to the ancients. The adduction of this art is a mark of the high antiquity of the age when Agur lived.

(4) How a learned seducer could prevail on a woman to surrender her virtue, which should be dearer than life itself; and how, after seduction, she can become such a mystery of iniquity as the harlot and adulteress often prove.

Proverbs 30:21. For three things the earth is disquited, and for four which it cannot bear. He marked four grievances which were insupportable. A servant suddenly raised to power: here nature goes from one excess to another, and tyranny in him is intolerable. A fool full of meat and wine. An ignorant, talkative, immodest woman when she gets honoured with the nuptial tie: and an old maid who has lived with a matron till she is adopted for her heir.

Proverbs 30:24. There be four things which are little upon the earth, but they are exceeding wise. He teaches us wisdom by four obscure insects. The ant in providing for winter, the coney who selects a safe and dry situation for her house, the instinct of the locust, and the industry of the spider.

Proverbs 30:29. Four things are comely in going. The lion in battle, the greyhound for swiftness in his course, the he-goat on the hills, leaping from rock to rock; and leaving danger far behind; and a king, a monarch, against whom all revolters must forfeit their life.—Thus the mind disposed to learn wisdom from the simple study of nature, has the volume ever open, where the manifold wisdom of God appears in all its strong characters. 

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-31
Proverbs 31:1. The words of king Lemuel. Ancient kings had many names and surnames which embarrass history. The first name of Solomon was Jedidiah, or Jedid-jah, beloved of God. 2 Samuel 12:25. Lemuel is analyzed, למו אל Lemo-ail, sacred to God. Solomon’s appointment to the throne was also of God, he being the youngest was preferred before his elder brethren. But if another conjecture should be true, that Lemuel was a prince in a neighbouring kingdom to Israel, and his mother was a descendant of David’s house, the doctrine of this chapter is not the less worthy of sacred regard.

Proverbs 31:2. What, my son? She addresses the young king with a feeling heart, and in poetic boldness. What, my son? What, the son of my womb, the son of my vows; do I see in thee youthful propensities, which I wish to check in their earliest dawn?

Proverbs 31:3. Give not thy strength unto women. Excess of connubial pleasures will degrade thy character, weaken thy intellect, and superinduce infirmities of age in the middle of life. Marriage therefore, without the strictest chastity, is not pleasing to God; and young men should most cautiously avoid all habits which injure the health, and degrade the soul. This address was highly proper to an eastern prince; for the princes of Asia were haughty and corrupt beyond a name.

Proverbs 31:4. It is not for kings to drink wine. She cautions him against wine, often productive of the crimes before mentioned. And if we may credit Xenophon’s Cyropædia, lib. 1., scenes of intoxication were habitual in the court of Ecbatana. When young men live too free, it forces the constitution as a plant in a hothouse: an abstemious temperance is a most hopeful ornament in the character of youth. It is better to give the wine to the sick and the dying, than waste it after a luxuriant dinner. The harem, and the festive board, have been the destruction of kings. What can a numerous race of seventy sons do for the support of the throne? They pull it down by oppression and luxury; they destroy the peace of the family by their quarrels, often killing one another; the jealousy of so many queens must communicate their miseries to the monarch’s mind. Corpulency steals on his body, while his intellectual powers and passions approximate to those of the brutes. God made Adam but one wife; and those who violate the pure laws of nature must be daily drenched with the bitter cup of their own mixing.

Proverbs 31:8. Open thy mouth for the dumb. She charged him when on the bench of justice to advocate the cause of the dumb; for countrymen introduced into a court cannot talk there as at home, how good soever their cause may be. Chastity, temperance, and justice, are high virtues in the humble character; but in a prince they shine with a lustre which dazzles the eyes of an empire.

Proverbs 31:10. Who can find a virtuous woman? We have next an acrostic, comprising the twenty two letters of the alphabet, a fine poem in praise of a virtuous woman. It opens with a boldness peculiar to ancient poetry. Who can find a virtuous woman, a woman of a strong and noble mind?

And truly he who is so favoured receives one of God’s best gifts; and he is indeed a Nabal who does not prove himself worthy of so great a gift. Her leading virtues are classed under seven heads.

(1) She is industrious in business. She girds her waist to labour, and takes the lead in the manufacture of wool and flax established in her house. The work of her hands is admired in distant nations. How different from the polished ladies of Jerusalem, Isaiah 3:16, and the ladies of modern Europe. Sardanapalus, effeminate as he was, assigned his ladies their tasks at the distaff. Justin, lib. 1. cap. 3.

(2) Encreasing in opulence by industry, she purchases land when offered for sale. So husbandry and trade shake hands, and wealth flows from every source. It is as the accession of rivulets which augment the stream.

(3) As riches encrease, she augments her benevolence and bounty to the poor and needy. The blind and the lame eat in her house, the widow tells her troubles there, and finds compassion and comfort; and the orphans are sheltered and employed under her roof. Thus it is that heaven takes delight to entrust its treasures in bounteous hands.

(4) The virtuous woman elevates her husband to wealth, honour and happiness. He is honoured by the public as a happy man, and head of a rising house. When he takes his seat in the gate, where sitting magistrates judge causes, he is known or reverenced by the public.

(5) When critical affairs happen in her house, she opens her mouth in wisdom. (6) So when introduced into company, and company the best informed, she knows when to speak, and when to be silent; then no one will controvert her words, but all applaud her judgment.

(7) Her husband and children bless her in life, and posterity will revere her memory. Envy and rivalship subside with death; then the public appreciates worth with a sober decision. Then this woman’s virtues will be held up as the glory of her house, and the model of her age. Then this woman’s worth will be found to be more than the favour of princes, for they may discard a favourite in a moment; and her virtues will far exceed beauty, for that fades with sickness, and vanishes in death; but her virtues live for ever, because they were done in the fear of the Lord; and the noble motives of piety conferred a celestial lustre on all her conduct. The day a man receives the hand of so much worth, his cup begins to overflow with the richest favours of God’s providence. The christian fathers, in their allegorical mode of exposition, make this woman a figure of the church.

Proverbs 31:31. Let her own works praise her in the gates. These are the laurels; and these after death keep the cypress evergreen.

At the end of two hundred and sixty Greek proverbs, I find this adjection. If these proverbs are good, make use of them; if otherwise, write better. 

